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ANGOLA 


UNITA CLAIMS ATTACKS ON QUICOMBO, EBO 
Lisbon SEMANARIO in Portuguese 4 Apr 87 p 50 
[Article by Carlos da Matta] 


[Text] In the most recent UNITA war communique that has come to our 
attention, UNITA claims it attacked the Quicombo lighthouse and captured the 
town of Ebo. Both localities are in Kuanza-Sul Province. The news reached 
Luanda via foreign radio stations and we have not yet been able to confirm 

it from an independent source. But it is true that there has been 
widespread fighting in practically every part of that province--and that this 
has even extended to the immediate vicinity of its capital city, Sumbe, which 
was attacked by a large UNITA force three years ago. 


After that, Jonas Savimbi'’s movement attacked again, a little more than 10 
km from the city, and the Quicombo lighthouse is an example of a pattern that 
occurs repeatedly. To reach it, small guerrilla units had to cover quite 

a distance over open territory and then cross the Sumbe-Lobito highway. They 
did this without meeting any opposition. The lighthouse, which overlooks a 
small cove, is located near a highway bridge 13 km from Sumbe. 


Ebo, site of the other attack, is an interior town with a strategic position 
north of the Queve river that permits access to both Wako-Kungo (once the 
settlement of Cela), Quibala, and Gabela. This is why it has been the 
object of violent combat since the beginning of the civil war in 1975. If, 
as UNITA claims, it has managed to penetrate the village this time, this 
event could be ot importance for subsequent operations. 


Strategic Province 


Kuanza-Sul occupeis a geographical position that places it on the route 
UNITA units take when moving northward and approaching Luanda. If the FAPLA 
can close off the province, there would be less pressure on Malanje, 
Kuanza-Norte and even Uije and Bengo--unless, as is sometimes said, Dr. 
Savimbi's forces use the Zairian border. Despite the resources available to 
it, the government troops have not been able to do this. 


At the same time, UNITA's recent suggestion to reopen the Benguela railroad 
to civilian traffic exclusively is circumstance whose practical consequences 


a“ 








are still difficult to determine because the government's policy is 

unknown. But as we said here weeks ago, everything leads us to believe that 
Lonrho, a multinational firm interested in the raiiroad, must have made 
inquires both in Angola and abroad in order to reach a tacit agreement similar 
to the one which protected the CFB from attacks during the colonial period. 


Obviously, such an agreement would not put an end to the war. Put in Angolan 
democratic and pacifist circles, where people are campaigning for 

peace, the new was received as something "that ought to be implemented and 
supported, especially because it could open the way for others, such as accords 
to protect the rights of the civilian population, exthange prisoners, etc." 


Meanwhile, we note that both MPLA-PT and UNITA are adding to their numbers 
of combatants, and the intense activity in the strategic province of Kuanza-Sul 
is an example of this. 


12830/12951 
CSO: 3442/136 














ANGOLA 


JOURNALIST DESCRIBES SOJOURN WITH UNITA 
Lisbon TEMPO in Portuguese 12 Mar 87 p 64 
[Article by Handerl de Oliveira] 


[Excerpt] Jamba--Tomorrow is going to be a day of celebration in this place 
which UNITA considers to be the provisional capital of Angola. People will 
gather here from all over the country, from Cabinda to Cunene, just as they 
have for years now, to commemorate the 2lst anniversary of the movement 
headed by Jonas Savimbi and founded in Mungai, Muxico district. When we 
left Jamba last week after a ten-day visit to the territories liberated by 
UNITA, the first participants in the festival were already starting to 
arrive. For them, this meant the end of journey begun 3 months or more 

ago and made under grueling conditions, following trails blazed through 

the middle of the jungle, where it takes 5 days to travel 300 km by car. Many, 
however, came on foot. 


For the many hundreds of people who will attend--including quite a few 
journalists, political figures and businessmen from Europe and the 
Americas--the sacrifice is worthwhile. They believe in and are fighting for 
the installation of a free and democratic regime in Angola and trust in 
UNITA to achieve that goal. 


It is a force of mythic proportions that drives these Angolans. There is no 
fanaticism in their behavior--just determination and confidence. It is 
these qualities that enable them to endure a life of austerity, but in which 
there is no hunger, the people are well-dressed, medical care is effective, 
and education from kindergarten through elementary school and on to the 
preparatory and secondary levels is furnished to thousands of children and 
adults--as is vocational education. Still, it is a life that lacks many of 
the comforts that people usually enjoy nowadays. 


Jamba is a city built in the middle of the African jungle, on sandy soil. 
It has running water and electricity, spacious and well-ventilated huts, 
multi-purpose pavilions, a social center, hospital, schools, factories, etc. 
It has already been described in these columns by Marize de Oliveira, so we 
won't repeat it now. In future columns we will mention other aspects that 
surprised us during this visit. The UNITA reality surprised even the best- 
informed among us. 











Security at Jamba 


What we would particularly like to talk about today is the security of life 

in the liberated territories and the obviously favorable position which UNITA 
holds in military terms. This is demonstrated by the fact that, although 

the visit of Portuguese journalist and reporters from other nationalities was 
widely publicized in various countries, MPLA, despite Cuban and Soviet support, 
has been powerless to attempt to retaliate militarily. Nor will it be able 

to do anything to disturb the celebration of UNiTA's 2lst anniversary, which 
MPLA knows will take place tomorrow in Jamba. 


The UNITA attack at Cabinda some days ago reinforced this favorable military 
position. The airport serving that enclave, where several dozen foreign 
technicians are drilling for oil, was destroyed. The airport was initially 
knocked out of service and the flights, which were being made at night, were 
suspended for safety reasons. The electronic system was also destroyed, so 
that it became possible to use the airport only during the day and by 
resorting to emergency procedures. 


12830/12951 
CSO: 3442/1536 











ANGOLA 


BRIEFS 


INDEPENDENT DEMOCRATS' PEACE CAMPAIGN--Independent Democrats in Angola 
are circulating a pamphlet announcing the start of their democratic campaign 
for peace in Angola, CADEP. The specify the conditions under which life in 
Angola can be brought back to normal: a cease-fire, release of prisoners by 
both sides, withdrawal of all foreign troops, human rights, and electrions. 
They also call for a system to verify and guarantee any eventual agreements. 
[Text] [Lisbon SEMANARIO in Portuguese, 21 Mar 87 p 64] 12830 


PORTUGUESE ASSISTANCE IN DAM REBUILDING--Discussions between the governments 
of Portugal and the People's Republic of Angola regarding the rebuilding of 
the Lomaun dam in the southern part of the country have been virtually 
completed. The dam was seriously damaged during clashes between MPLA and 
UNITA. Technical assistance is to be provided by a group of Portuguese 
companies that includes Somague and EDP. Portugal will open a $30 million 
line of credit in favor of the Angolan Government. As collateral, the 
Angolans will deposit 300,000 tons of petroleum at the Sines refinery, 
beginning in the 3rd quarter of this year and continuing for the subsequent 

6 months. Portugal will be able to incorporate the petroleuminto its strategic 
reserves. The terms of this part of the agreement have already been 
negotiated between Sonagol and Petrogal and the Portuguese Government, through 
the State Secretary for Foreign Trade, has given its guarantee. Only the 
formal signature by the representatives of the two oil companies is pending; 
that ceremony is expected to take place this month. [Text] [Lisbon 

AFRICA HOJE in Portuguese Feb 87 p 25] 12830 


{12951 
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BURKINA 


BRIEFS 


LIFTING FRENCH AIRLINE BAN--Libreville, 28 March (AFP)--Burkina Faso today 
decided to lift the ban it had placed on 20 March on the French airline 
company UTA [Air Transports Union] from landing in Ouagadougou, its capital, 
it was learned in Libreville from a very reliable source. According to the 
same source, Gabonese President Omar Bongo, at the request of the French 
authorities, had promised to intercede with his Burkinabe counterpart, 
Captain Thomas Sankara. President Bongo's efforts have therefore been 
successful as the ban that was placed on UTA because of its flights to and 
from South Africa has now been lifted. [Text] [Paris AFP in French 

1234 GMT 28 Mar 87 AB] /12858 


JOINT PROJECTS WITH GHANA--The cabinet of the revolutionary government met 
today, Wednesday, 15 April, under the chairmanship of the comrade president 
of Burkina Faso. It examined and adopted several documents. Ministry of 
Equipment: Adoption of a kiti [decree] concerning the protection of 
topographic projects aimed at preserving the state projects from damage 
caused by various new development projects. It is necessary to reconcile 
the need to embark on important new development projects with the need to 
avoid causing serious damage to the existing ones. The cabinet welcomed 
the positive evaluation of the extensive and noble projects which are aimed 
at breaking all barriers between Ghana and Burkina Faso. At the highest 
levels of political leadership of the two revolutions, through ever-increasing 
harmonization efforts, concrete tasks are being defined and outlined for 
the two governments. In this way, Ghanaian and Burkinabe nationals, 
conscious of the energy situation in their countries, have asked their 
respective ministries to undertake the urgent integration of electric power 
between their two electricity corporations. At the same time, the united 
front, which they will form to carry out the important dam project at 
(Numbiel), will offer them both agricultural and electricity potential. The 
Burkinabe equipment minister has made arrangements to be present at the 
rendezvous fixed by the comrade president of Burkina Faso. [Excerpts] 
[Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 2200 GMT 15 Apr 87 AB] /12858 


CSO: 3400/55 











ETHIOPIA 


BRIEFS 


ROAD LINKS ARSSI DISTRICTS--Assela (ENA)--A 13l-kms long road built at a 
cost of over 1,753,000 birr raised by the residents of five districts in 
Arba-Gugu province of Arssi region to link four districts opened for 
traffic recently. A 37-kms road construction scheme undertaken by the 
Ministry of Agriculture in cooperation with the local people at a cost of 
over 3 million birr to connect Golelecha district with the regional capital 
and other provinces is also progressing well. Comrade Endale Tessema, 
member of the CC of the WPE and Minister of Interior, in company with 
regional party and government officials recently visited the progress in 
road construction and other development undertaking under way in the 
region. These included a sports stadium under construction and the Arba 
Gugu provincial WPE Committee office. [Excerpt] [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN 
HERALD in English 8 Apr 87 p 1] /9317 


CSO: 3400/683 








GHANA 


BRIEFS 


IMF DIVISIONS BREWING--Sharp divisions have developed among senior civil 
servants and politicians around Flt Lt Jerry Rawlings about the implementa- 
tion of IMF policies. One group is uneasy about the Fund's instructions 
to drop subsidies on education; it is even less happy about the proposal 
to push the ‘second-window' rate from 152 cedis to the US dollar to C180 
by the middle of this year. The opposing faction believes that the IMF 
programme must be stuck to without flinching. Its leader, not surprisingly, 
is Dr Kwesi Botchwey, the economic mastermind of present-day Ghana. The 
first group asserts that the Rawlings government is losing support among 
urban workers. The second insists that sacrifice is the only medicine. 
Arguments became so heated at one meeting that fighting broke out. 

Rawlings was not present-—-he was meeting a delegation from the IMF and 

the World Bank on the far side of the Castle, the seat of government. 
[Text] [London AFRICA ANALYSIS in English 6 Mar 87 p 10] /9317 
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PLANNING MINISTER JEFFY RESPONDS TO U.S. 


LIBERIA 


GAO REPORT 


Monrovia DAILY STAR in English 9 Mar 87 pp 5, 4 


[Text ] 


Ladies and Gentlemen of the Press, 

I ‘have called this Press Conference 
this morning to clarify’ certain issues 
relating to the draft summary report 
of the U.S. General Accounting Office 
onw.S. Assistance to Liberia which 
was presented to Senator Kennedy of 
the United States Senate on February 
22nd , and Senator Kennedy's subse- 
quent comments on the report. 

Despite the fact that the report has 
not yet been officially submitted to 
the government of Liberia, we strongly 
believe that we should address it at 
this point because of the wide publi- 
city given the Senator's remarks. 

In June 1986, Senator Kennedy re- 
quésted the U.S. General Accounting 
Office (G.A.0.) to review U.S. Assis- 
tance Program in Liberia since 1980. 

Why this particular period was cho- 
sen, I do not know. The Senator spe- 
cifically requested that the G.A.0O. 
team look into (1) whether there was 
any evidence of misuse or diversion 
of U.S. assistance and (2) whether 
accountability of the controls over 
U.S. assistance were adequate. 

The G.A.0. team was in Liberia for 
several weeks in September and October 
1986. Some discussions were held 
between the team and a few public cor- 
porations like LPMC, and even the 
General Auditing Office. of Liberia. 
The discussions were open as we did 
not have anything to hide. The team 
returned to the U.S.and some time in 
February 1987 transmitted a briefing 
report to Senator Kennedy. 


Senator. Kennedy's staff prepared a 
press release based on the briefing 
report and the February 22nd New York 
Times article was based on the press 
re.case. 

I will like to comment on two areas 
ti.at were the subject of the briefing 
report and the Senator's press release 
-- The Economic Support Fund Program 


-(ESF) and the P.L. 480 Program. 


E.S.F. 


The briefing report stated that the 
ESF program during fiscal years 1900- 
1984 encountered a number of control 
prooiems, including instances of 
government utilizing E.S.F. grants for 
purposes and in amounts other than 
those mutually agreed upon with USAID. 
Specific. control programs .included 
(1) the government's failure to esta- 
blist Special Accounts for use of $12 
million in £.S.F. oF8Nts to purchase 
offshore oil, even though the grant 
agreements had earmarked the funds for 
the support of specific development 
ministries; (2) difficulties in ac- 
counting for and reporting on over $50 
million in counterpart funds; and (3) 
other instances of the government not 
complying with payments agreements. 

These three main points of t’1e brie- 
fing report are clearly not an accu- 


rate réflection of the facts. I am 


surprised that the General Accounting 
Office team could make such a claim 
when there are records to prove that 
every single cent of E.S.F. granted to 
the Republic of Liberia by the U.S. 











Government has been accounted for by 
the: Government of Liberia. 

The system adopted for the use of 
ESF funds with the U.3. Government 
since 1960 provides that a full ex- 
penditure report is prepared by s\V¢er- 
nment and submitted to USAID/Monrovia. 
It is only upon the certification and 
approval of the report that additional 
ESF funds are provided by the U.S. 


government . 
The $12.0 million referred to in the 


G.A.0. briefing covers the first two 
E.S.F. grants to Liberia in tiscal 

Year 1980/81. These were specifically 
(1) E.S.F. Grant 669k601 signed on Au- 
gust 26, 1980 in the amount of $5.0 


million and (2) E.S.F. Grant 669k602 
signed December 18, 1980 in the amount 
of $7.0 million. 

Both agreements stipulated that "in 
accordance with the disbursement re- 
quest, USAID will deposit the funds in 
the account of the 6¥v’¢rnment bank in 
the U.S. to be named by the Govern- 
ment. The Government will establish a 
special account in the National Bank 
of Liberia for the use of the furds”". 
With regard to the use of the funds 
the agreements stated that "the Go- 
vernment agrees that the funds provi- 
ded hereunder will be utilized for ge- 
neral budget support for the following 
development ministries:" (1) Ministry 
of Agriculture (2) Ministry of Educa- 
tion (3) Ministry of Health & Social 


Welfare (4) Ministry of Public Works. 


The grant funds were deposited in 
eYVernment’s account at Morgan Gua- 
ranty 10 New York. As you are aware, 
during this period in 1980, nearly all 
external credit Lines to Liberia were 
frozen and the ,vvernnent had diffi- 
culties meeting payments externally. 
Consequently, $12 million of the funds 
were utilized to pay for crude oil. 
The LPRC gave the equivalent amount to 
evvernment in local currency. The lo- 
cal funds were utilized for the pur- 
poses stated in both grant agreements. 

I have here in my possession several 


Yetters from the Ministry of Planning | 


and Economic Affairs and the Ministry 
of Finance to USAID/Monrovia reporting 
on the uses of these grant funds. I 
also have here a letter from USAID/ 
Monrovia accepting these expenditure 
reports. The Government of Liberia has 





also accounted for all other E.S.PF. 
grants received from the U.S. Govern- 
ment. 

Let's turn our attention now to the 
P.L. 660 program. The General Account- 
ing Office briefing stated that "P.L. 
460 commodities anda counterpart funds 
o€ncriuted from the sale ot those com- 
modities were misused by the Govern- 
ment of Liberia through its agent, 
which is responsible for rice sales. 
During the ‘iscal Year 185-64 such 
misuse contributed to a shortfall in 
the counterpart fund accounts total- 
ling approximately $16.5 million as of 
‘arch 1965." 

It is quite true that LPMC had pro- 
blems with the P.L. 430 program in 
1983 and in 1964. LPMC credited P.L. 
460 rice to many customers and had 
problems collecting the money. When 
the matter was brought to the atten- 
tion of Government, President Samuel 
Kunyon Doe, then Head of State, appo- 
inted a Special Task Force to collect 
delinquent sales proceeds due LPM. 

Some of the money was received and 
in the P.L.480: Memorandum of Under- 
Standing signed on July 22, 1985, 
LPMC agreed to repay the unrecovered 
portion amounting to $9,664,668 in 
five installments of $1,956.933. Of 
this, LPMC has paid back $3.8 million. 

The General Auditing Office team al- 
so claimed that "The v¥Veranent-owned 
bank managing the counterpart fund ac- 


counts made (without authorisation) 


withdrawals ot approxiaately $1.7 mil- 
lion from the |'iscal Year 1986 Special 
Account, and also that disbursements 
were made from this account without 
USAID's concurrence.” | 

These claims also do not represent 
the facts. The Agricultural Coopera- 
tive Development Bank (ACDB) is the 
bank managing the /’.L.4sU accounts. 
LPMC is the .,0vernment agent responsi- 
ble for handling the P.L.4,0 rice sa- 
les. Most of the freight charges for 
all P.L.480 rice shipped to Liberia 
are the responsibility of the vVern- 
ment. The Agricultural Bank had to 
meet these freight and other charges 
in advance and is reimbursed from the 
proceeds generated from the rice sale. 
All of this is agreed to between Go- ~ 
vernment and USAID. The $1.7 million 
referred to in the report is the debit 
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entry on the P.L. 480 Account for fre- 
ight and other charges. There is no 
question about the legitimacy of these 
charges. If the report had been sub- 
mitted to oY¥Vernuent, this simple 
straight-forward issue would have been 
clarified. 

Allocations to projects tunded trom 
?,.L.4080 counterpart are agreed tu be- 
tween ,overnment and USAID/tHonrovia. 
(SAID/Monrovia and the ,vvernment rea- 
ched an agreement last year on the al- 
lucations to projects in the current 
Liscal year and funds are bein, dis- 
hursed on these allocations. The 'JSAID 
Jirector did aot asree to PL48U funds 
to be used on three projects. These 
were the Temple of Justice renovation, 
construction at the University of Li- 
beria new Campus, and support to ope- 
rational costs of the Decoris Oil Palm 
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Project. After very long debate, yo- 
vernment a,rged to the USAID position. 
The revised Development Budget in ope-- 
ration now reflects this, and USAID 
has copies of the revised budget. The:. 
Decoris mana,ement, the Chief Justice 
of Liberia and the University of Li- 
beria's president are all very unhappy 
about this, but have accepted the 


. Change. 


Finally, we thought to provide. the 
technicai~ reeponse which shows that 
the General Accountiny Ortice Report to 
Senator Kennedy, was groeély inaccu- 
rate. Since the Senator's remarks vere 
based on this inaccurate report, he 
was misled. I think the 9.3. Mission 
in Liberia should be obligated to set 
the facts straight to the GAO report. 
I am disappointed with the repdrt 
which I thought would be a technical 
av.i professional. survey. I thank you. 
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EGYPT GRANTS FELLOWSHIPS IN AGRICULTURE 


Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 7 Apr 87 p 3 


[Text ] 
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Motivated by the Green 
Revolation launched by the 
President of Liberia, Dr. 
Semeei K. Dee, Ezypt has 
decided te deepen its 


cooperation with Libe.isa 
especially im the various 
aspects of agricuitare so aa (¢ 
shere with the latter its rich 
knowledge and expertise in 
this fleid. 

Predcated upon this, Egypt 
has granted five fellowships to 
qualified Liberians to pursue in- 
tensive training programmes in 
Vegetable Production, Animal 
Health, Poultry Production, 
Piant Protection and Cotton Pro- 
duction and Technology at the 
Egyptian International Centre for 
Agriculture (EICA) in Cairo. 

Three recipients of these 
fellowships left here for Cairo in 
January of this year. Progress 
reports just received from Cairo 
said they are about to successfully 
complete their studies at ch: 
EICA. 

The remaining two recipients, 
Messrs. Alfred Borlon and 
Joseph Baysah will leave here 
very shortly to participate in the 
specialized courses of the Produc- 
tion zad Technology of Cotton 
and Plant Protection, respective- 
ly, scheduled to commence on 
April 15, at the Agriculture Cen- 
tre. 


3400/704 


However, the primary goal of 
these specialized courses is to 
assist ana develop skills and 
techniques in Cotton cultivation 
and technology in the field of 


Plant Protection within a relative. 
ly short period of time. 

Mr. Alfred Borion, who wiil 
Participate in the course of the 
Production and Technology of 
Cotton, holds an associate degree 
im Agriculture Science from the 
Cuttington University College 
(RDI) Rural Development in- 
stitute, Suacoco. He is an 
Agriculture Extension Officer at 
the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Mr. Joseph Baysah, the partici- 
pant in the Plant Protectioi 
Course. graduated trom ine 
Booker Washington § Institute 
(BWI) in 1969 with a diploma in 
General Agriculture. He, as weil, 
holds an Associate of Arts degree 
in Plant Science from the Rural 
Development Institute of the Cut- 
tington University College, and 
serves as an Instructor in Rural 
Youth Programme at the Suacoco 
Public School. Bong County. 


At the EICA, these Liberian 
fellowship recipients will be ex- 
posed (to expertise in agriculture 
developed around the world in 
different environments and at 
various times considering the fact 
that Egypt is one of the oldest 
agricultural societies in the wo, id. 
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ISRAELI AMBASSADOR ON WILLINGNESS TO ASSIST IN AGRICULTURE 
ABO12151 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 2000 GMT 1 May 87 


[Text] The Israeli ambassador to Liberia, Arye Ivtzan, has reaffirmed 

his government's willingness to assist Liberia in the planning of 
(2nuclear) farm estates and monitc’, the training of Liberians to man 

these facilities. He said since “he resumption of relations between 

the two countries in August 1983, the Government of Israel has formed 
renewed and fruitful areas of cooperation with Liberia in various fields 
especially in agriculture, medicine, and economic and manpower development. 
For more details on this story, we join Bob Chengbe. 


[Chengbe] Ambassador Ivtzan made the statement yesterday at Hotel Africa 
in Virginia at a reception tendered by the Israeli Embassy to mark the 

39th independence anniversary of that country. Ambassador Ivtzan disclosed 
that the Israeli medical service in Liberia will be extended to other 
medical disciplines and that the number of Liberian doctors presently 
training in Israel will be increased from four to six in the next 2 years. 


Foreign Minister J. Bernard Blamo commended the government and people of 
Israel for the development assistance made available to Liberia and said 
the Liberian government was highly appreciative of such assistance as it 
endeavors to forge national reconciliation, peace, and progress. Minister 
Blamo also lauded the Government of Israel for its bold decision a few 
weeks ago to impose limited sanctions against racist South Africa and 

said Liberia entertains the hope that with the ideals of liberty and 
equality enshrined in Israel's constitution, such challenge imposed will 
not be allowed to slip away. 


/12858 
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INDONESIAN AMBASSADOR OFFERS AGRICULTURAL COOPERATION 


Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 27 Mar 87 p 3 


[Text } 
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The Indonesian Amba- 
ssador to Liberia, 
Mr. Suradi Permana 
has extended an 
invitation to Ag- 
riculture Minister, 
S. Gblorzuo Toweh 
to visit Indonesia 
to observe the 
operation of Agri- 
cultural nucleus 
estates in that 
country. 

According to an 
agriculture  mini- 
stry release is- 
sued yesterday, 
Ambassador Permana 
extended the invi- 
tation when he paid 
a courtesy call on 
Minister Toweh at 
his Sinkor offiice. 
During their talks 
the two men discus- 
sed bilateral and 
technical coopera- 
tion between Libe- 
ria and Indonesia. 


Ambassador Per- 
mana also expres- 
sed his country's 


willingness’ to 


train Liberians in 


various agricultu- 
ral disciplines 


including extens- 
ion services in 


oil palm and coco- 
nut production and 


rural youth deve- 
lopment. 


Earlier, Minister 
‘Toweh welcomed Ambas- 
sador Permana to the 
agriculture ministry, 
and briefed him on 
government's Geen Re- 
volution program. 


He thanked Amba- 
ssador Permana for 


his. government's 
"kine offer" to 
train liberians, 


and hoped tnat the 
two countries would 
continue to. share 
ideas for the "com. 
mon gocd" of their 
two countries and 
peoples. 








ROMANIAN MOBILE TEAM PRAISED FOR PROFESSIONALISM 


Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 10 Mar 87 p 8 


[Text } 
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mobile team for its high 
sionalism and discipline 
The ll-man Romanian 


mobile team arrived in the 
country recently to heip train 


Government to help boost its 
military. 


Gen. Smith. who was 


the team that men trained by 
them were “inspired”, and 
regretted that they have to 
leave the country soon. 

In response, the head of the 
team, Chirieri Nicolae, thank- 
ed the government and peo- 
ple of Liberia for the warm 
hospitality accorded them 
during their stay in the coun- 
try. He spoke highly of the 
friendliness and cooperation 
of those who were concerned 
with the training program. 
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BLAMO OUTLINFS FOREIGN POLICY POSITIONS 
Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 9 Apr 87 pp 2, 25 


[Interview with J. Bernard Blamo, Minister of Foreign Affairs, by C. William 
Allen and Mlanju Reeves; date and place not specified; 


[Text] 





new treaty which will have a dura- 
tion of 10 years as opposed to the 
one which just expired, which war 
for three years. 


ON RELATIONS 
WITH LIBYA: 


Lberia’s relationship with 
Libya is an interesting one. We do 
not have a resident ambassador 
nor a Libyan Arab People’s 
Bureau in Mooerovia, but we still 
have cordial economic relations. 
Libya was able to expend between 
$23 and $27 million in 1985/86 
for the construction of one of the 
largest bottle manufacturing 
plants in West Africa. We also 
have constant reiztions when we 
meet at the Organization of 
African Unity (OAU) and other 
international conferences. 


We restored ties with lsrac 
because we felt that the very ca- 
tion (Egypt) for whom we brokc 
off retanons oth lsree. resumed 
diplomatic relations. All that re- 
mains now is the question of 
Tabe. We have no intention to 
rremeter ow cambensy from [eo 
Aviv to Jerusalem. 


ON LIBERIA’: RELATIONS 
WITH THE ARAB WORLD: 


I have no desire to conceal tA: 
tact thas there is anger and resent 
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ment in the Arab world about 
Liberia’s restablishment of; 
diplomatic relations wih Israel. 
We have felt the pinch because of 
Arab boycott of our shappeng; but 
now | thimk through some of our 
effort, some Arabs are begunaing 
to understand why we did what 
we did. We are not anti-Arab; in 
fact at the United Nations and the 
Organization of African Unity 
(OAU), | have come out boldly to 
say we thimk there should be an 
international peace conference on 





States. He (Liberty) sent neither a 
letter nor a telex. In the case of 
George Toe Washington (ac- 
credited to Washington, D.C., 
USA), it was a surprise. He was 
here for the inauguration. It wa: 
a shock when he sent a telex ask- 
ing to be relieved of his post. My 
only protlem with this is that he 
should have been more discreet 
and sent a letter instead of a telex. 


ON INTERNATIONAL 
RESOLUTIONS 
EQUATING ZIONISM 
TO RACISM: 


Idon’t think for one moment 


that the Government of Liberia 


would equate Zionism (o Racism. 
Of course, the U.N. and OAU 
have come out with resolutions 
on tas, but | am not to sure 
whether Liberia voted for these 
resoultions. 


ON LIBERIA's 
HUMAN RIGHTS 
RECORD: 


What nation does not have 
human rights problems? | know 
America has human rights pro- 
blems. There is no annual report 
on human rights in America. Of 
course, Amnesty International 
does one for them. 


ON WHAT PROMPTED 
THE DECLINE IN 
L'BERIA‘S LEADERSHIP 
ROLE IN AFRICAN 
AND WORLD: 
POLITICS: 


In 1980, there was a break with 
the past. But nations are essen- 
tiaily conservative; they aliow for 


/13046 
CSO: 3400/703 


ether Iraqi of iranian aircraft. 
We would like to see the war end- 
ed because it has caused 
thousands of lives. 


ON THE PROBLEMS 
IN KAMPUCHEA AND 
LEBANON: 


We feel that the Vietnamese 
have entered Cambodia (Kam- 
puchea) as invaders. There have 
been widespread massacres. You 
ev know that there are 
museums of skulls being 
established and there are sheives 
with thousands of skulls. This is 
terrible. We would hope that 
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Vietnam would withdraw to its 
own terrtory. So we would like 
democratic Kampuchea which 
has been recognized by the OAU, 
the UN and the Non-Aligned 
Movement to regain control of 
the country. We suppor the 
Kampuchean Government i ex- 
ile. As for Lebanon, the govern- 
ment has not collected taxes for 
more than four years, the cabsnet 
has never met for the last two or 
three years. There is unwarranted 
violence and general ciraos as weil 
as threats to cducation. So, 
Libera would want this problem 
to be resolved. Many world 
powers have tried but have had 
difficulties. Perhaps, Syna covid 


Deere are bigger African na- 
uulons now. There was a time when 
Liberia was a ‘Mecca for other 
African /caders and Liberation 
Movements. They all came here 
and Tubman gave generously. In 
these modern tmes, you can not 
have political influence alone: 
you must have economic in- 
fluence. Nigeria gives aid to 
millions — Angola, Mozambi- 
que; but we can't do that now 
(wit our economuc consirainis). 
But we sill have a place. It is still 
there, it is residual. 








DOE WARNS GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS ON DUTIES 
Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 9 Apr 87 p 3 


[Article by Phillip N. Wesseh] 


[Text ] President Samuel Kanyon 
Doe has told newly- 
commissioned government 
officials io ‘‘avoid excessive 
talking and yet down to 
business’’ so as to overcome 
problems facing the nation. 

*We all know the problems 
facing the economy. It is time 
that we talk less and do more in 
tackling the problems before us.” 
he said; adding, “‘we have the 
capability to make our country 
more productive and less depen- 
dent on outside assistance.” 

Speaking last Friday at the bv- 
eculive Mansion, when he com- 
missioned 149 officials of vovern- 
ment, Or. Doe pointed out that 
“technicians” of government 
should now get down to work and 
evolve concrete solutions to pro- 
blems tacing the nation. 

Noting the problems being tac- 
ed by the nation, Dr. Doe told the 
newly-commissioned officials 
that they would be required to 
make yourselves accessible to the 
people and exhibit the finest 
leadership and mental qualities. 

** A public servant by the 
very nature of his position must 
he learned in the administration 
ot good government. He must be 
given to sobriety, honesty and ct- 
ficiency; be resourcetul in 
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decision-making and responsible 
tor his actions thereatter™’, the 
Libernan Leader informed the ot- 
ticials. 

President Doe udded that a 
public servant “‘must at all times 
assume the proper torm ot obiec- 
tivity and remain responsive to 
the public interest, not allowine 
anv room) tor mismanagement 
and inetficieny."' 

He reminded the officials that 
being a member of the cabinet, or 
whatever position they serve in, 
does not in any was make them 
“a privileged class, but only ser- 
vants of the people” as there were 
many cqually qualitied Liberians. 

Dr. Doe then urged them to re- 
maw true and tuuhtul to 
themselves and to their countrys 
and strive to be entirely pust in all 
their acuions. 

“You must endeavour to 
culate the sertues of hard work, 
honesty, integrity, sincerity, cffi- 
cieney and effectiveness, which 
are so indispensable to the proper 
functioning of the offices vou 
now cocups”*, said he. 

He turther told the officials 
that thes should “never be too 
Progressive to appreciate and re- 
tain what tw wood in the old, nor 
too traditionally static to 
chounate that which is tad." 
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DOE ORDERS AUDIT OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTRY 


Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 15 Apr 87 p l 


[Text] The President of Liberia, 
Dr. Samuel Kanyon Dee, has . 
ordered an immediate audit 
into the financial operations 
at the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs, from 1985 up to the 
present. 

An Executive Mansio n 
rebase issued here yesterday 
said the directive was con- 
tained in a letter from the 
President to the Auditor- 
General of Liberia, the 
Honourable Andrew Redd. 

In his letter, Dr. Doe 
asserted that government has 
found it necessary to institute 
the special audit in the wake 
of reports of financial ir- 
regularities at that ministry. 

Meanwhile, the Auditor- 
General is to submit his 
report to the President within 
one month. 

President Doe’s order 
came a few days after two 
deputy ministers at the 
ministry were disrmssed for 
allegedly embezzling about a 
quarter milliom dollars. 
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CULTURE BUREAU SLATED TO RETURN TO INFORMATION MINISTRY 


Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 31 Mar 87 pp l, 2 


[Text ] 
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The Liberian Natio- 
nal Legislature has 
passed a bill return- 
ing the National Bu- 
reau of Culture and 
Tourism to the Mini- 
stry of Information. 

According to an LBS 
newscast yesterday, the 
bill which has been 
forwarded to the Pre- 
sident, Or. Samel K. 
Doe for his approval, 
revokes a PRC decree 
issued in 1981 estab- 
lig.ing a separate Bu- 
reau of Culture and 
Tourism. 

The newscast quoted 
a Capitol release as 
saying that the "iso- 
lated and fragmented 
National Bureau’ of 
Culture and 7 ourism 
had failed to ful- 


3400/706 


fil the objectives for 
which it was establi- 
shed. 


In a related legis- 
lative news, the House 
Comittee on Infonra- 


tion and Broadcasting 
is to sponsor a bill 
making the Liberia 
News Agency an autono- 
mous agency, and ano- 
ther bill instituting 
a National Broadcast 
Fee. 

The committee's 
chainran, Hon. Chea 5S. 
Kayee of Grand Gedeh 
County, was quoted as 
saying that the heads 
of the two agencies 
(LINA and LBS) would 
be called upm subse- 
quentiy to defend the 
bill when it is brou- 
ght up for hearing. 
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BOWIER ON NEW INFORMATION MINISTRY POLICIES 


Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 7 Apr 87 pp l, 3 


[Text ] 


Information Minister 
J. Emmanuel Bowier has 
said that he would 
move "vigorously" to 
make the Ministry more 
functional and effi- 
cient. 

He expressed deter- 
mination to bring more 
credibility to the Mi- 
nistry and ensure that 
discipline, hard work 
and integrity become 
the hallmark of its 
employees. 

Minister Bowier made 
the statement yester- 
day when he officially 
took over the affairs 
of ‘the Information Mi- 
nistry from out-going 

naster S. Momolu 
Getaweh who was ap- 
pointec Director-—Gene- 
ral of the Cabinet in 
a Cabinet reshuffle 
recently. 

Mr. Bowier said he 
would “waste no time 


in putting things in' 


their right places" 


at the Ministry, and 
urged employees to cn- 


operate and work haru . 


He said that there 
would be no room for 


"idleness and inef- 


ficiency" among. the 


}mployees and emphasi- 
zed that he would “run 
the Ministry in accor- 
dance with its policy 
and function." 

Minister Bowier said 
he would stamp out"all 
mal-practices and oth- 
er acts that tend to 
hamper the smooth ope- 
ration of the Mini- 
stry. " 

The Informacion Mi- 
nister said he would 
encourage the fie 
flow of ideas and in- 
formation from the em- 
ployees, and called 
on them to make mean- 


ingful suggestions con- 


cerning the smooth 
running of the In- 
formation Ministry. 

He however emphasiz- 
ed that he would not 
encourage any "sycop- 
hancy" among the 
employees, and stres- 
sed that he would not 
hesitate to "publicly 
point out" employees 
that engage in rumour 
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mongering and the 
spread of false infor- 


mation. 

Minister Bowier la- 
ter thanked President 
Samuel K. Doe for his 
preferment, and ex- 
pressed the will to 
do his "utmost to up- 
hold that confidence." 

Earlier out-going 
Minister Dr. S. Momolu 
Getaweh welcomed Mr. 
Bowier and introduced 
him to the staff and 
emplovees as their 
"new minister” , and 
urged them to coope- 
rate with him in his 
efforts to make the 
ministry "more effi- 
cient." 

Dr. Getaweh said his 
tenure at the Mini- 
stry was "characteri- 
zed by love, friend- 
Ship and hard work." 
He said he would al- 
ways cherish his days 
as Minister ot Infor- 
mation. . 

A gift was presented 


to Dr. Getaweh by Ms. 


Nora S. Johnson, the 
Personnel Director, 
on behalf of the Mini- 
stry, while Ms. Edna 
James gave him another 
from the Fanner Bees. 
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FINANCE MINISTRY AUDIT ORDERED ON PAYROLLS 


Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 12 Mar 87 pp 1, 14 


[Article by James Seitua] 


[Text] In an.effort to further reduce the wage bill of govern- 
ment, the Ministry of Finance has begun a ‘‘physical 
aduit’’ of the payrolls of all government ministries and 


agencies. In recent times a Finance Ministry spokesman 
has said there is an ‘alarming increase in the wage Dill of 


the Liberian Government’’. 


In a exclusive interview 
with the Daily Observer at his 
Broad Street office Tuesday, 
the Comptroller at the 
Finance Ministry, Mr. 
Wallace H. Powell, noted 
that the objective of the 
salary reduction and redun- 
dancy of civil servants exer- 
cises in 1985 was to reduce 
Government wage bills and 
make salaries current but, he 
added, “‘this has not been 
achieved’’. 

‘*Reports have reached us 
that most, if not all, those 
declared redundant have 
returned to government 
payroll’, Mr. Powell said. 

The audit exercise, which 
kicked off at the Finance 
Ministry last Tuesday, is be- 
ing carried out by a special 
pay team set up by the 
Finance Ministry Comp- 
troller’s office, Mr. Powell 
noted. 

During the exercise, 
employees will have to be 
properly identified by their- 
sectional heads before checks 
.are disbursed, while those in 
LPA will be identified by 


both their sectional heads 
and their vendors before pay- 
ment, he added. 

Mr. Powell said the exer- 
cise will be done at random 
and each ministry or agency 
to be visited would be served 
a short notice. 

What the Finance Ministry 
hopes to achieve from the ex- 
ercise, Mr. Powell said, is to 
remove all ‘‘ghost names’’ 
from the payrolls and to 
determine whether there exist 
justifiable reasons. for return- 
ing. the payroil cost to the 
levei at which it was after the 
redundancy exercise which is 
estimated at 25 per cent less 
the present payroli cost. 

Asked who could be held 
responsible for the alleged 
reinstatement of redundant 
employees since their 
employment documents pass 
from their employing agen- 
cies through the Budget 
Bureau, Civil Service to the 
Finance Ministry, the Comp- 
troller said the problem could 
be human related. ‘“Those of 
us who have the responsibili- 
ty to manage the system, 
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perhaps, do not have the 
sense of urgency that is need- 
ed to get those documents 
processed,"’ he added. 

When asked to comment 
as to how successful he 
thought the exercise would be 
since previous ones failed, 
Mr. Powell deciared: ‘‘This 
is a better time to succeed. 
Before, there were several 
developments such as student 
riots, the November 12, 1985 
incident, etc. that forced our 
attention from the concern of 
payroll padding to matters of 
greater concern. But time is 
more stable now."’ 

At a later time, the Comp- 
troller said, he will fuily aa- 
dress himself to the impact of 
the wage bill on the financial 
stability of the country. 

In recent times, the 
Liberian Government has 
taken several measures [to 
make current the salaries of 
its employees. 

In the early 30s, the 
government introduced the 
Savings Bond Scheme which 
compelled _each Liberian 





employee to invest one 
month salary or two months 
salaries, depen“ing on the in- 


- come of the individual. At 


the point of maturity which 
starts 1987 to 1989, investors 
would receive their capitals 
with interest. But it is not 
known whether anyone has 
benefited from the scheme. 

The institution of the Sav- 
ing Bond Scheme was follow- 
ed by a series of salary reduc- 
tions. Presently, civil ser- 
vants’ salaries are reduced 
from 41 per cent to about 50 
per cent. 

The last measure the 
Government instituted to 
reduce its wage bill and to 
make salaries current was a 
mass redundancy exercise 
which affected hundreds of 
civil servants. 

However, all the measures 
seem not to have achieved 
their desired results, as civil 
servants’ salaries are still in 
arrears. Presently, the 
Ministry of Finance is paying 
civil servants for December, 
1986. 
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BESTMAN CALLS FOR 'FISCAL DISCIPLINE" 


Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 6 Apr 87 pp 1, 3 


[Text ] 
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Finance Minister, Joka 
Bestmas, says Liberia’s 
economic plight coyld be 
overcome through fiscal 
discipline in the public sector 
and commitment for 
economic growth ard 
development. 

He said fiscal disciplin e was the 
only ‘‘weapon” which would help 
to improve the economy, and that 
it was necessary that ‘‘war'’ be 
declared on this economic plight 
for the betterment of the nation. 

Minister Bestman was speaking 
on Friday at the Executive Man- 
son when he spoke on behalf of 
himself and his colleagues on the 
occasion of. the induction 
ceremonies of cabinet ministers 
and other government officials. 
About 4149 government officials, 
including ministers, deputy 
ministers, advisors and managing 
directors and their deputies were 

The Finance Minister, who was 
seem beaming with smiles, then 
:alled on ail Liberians at home 
and abroad as well as foreign 
friends to ‘‘cnlist’’ themselves in 
us ‘‘army’’ to Combat the’pre- 
sent economic predicament. 


3400/702 


* He noted that President Dee 
being the commander of this ar- 
my, and with the total support 
and commitment of Liberians, he 
(Dr. Doe) would direct them on 
the battle field to achieve victory 
in the ‘‘shortest possible time’’. 

Min. Bestman, who has been in 


‘ government service for the past 


25 years, pointed out that if suc- 
cess was achieved in this 
endeavour, the honour would go 
to the President, but if they fail- 


who fails to join this army to fight 
the economic plight of the nation, 
would be considered an enemy of 
the Liberian people and would be 
treated like an enemy of the peo- 
ple. . 
Pledging their support, 
dent Doe that they (government 
officiais) would work assiduously 
for the enhancement of govern. 
ment’s development goals, 
especially in reversing the present 
trend of the nation's economy. 
He thanked Dr. Due for the con- 
fidence he conunues 0 repose in 
them. 
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EDUCATION MINISTRY ANNOUNCES SCHOOL FEE REDUCTIONS 


Monrovia DAILY STAR in English 13 Mar 87 p 2 


{Text ] 
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The Education 
‘inistry yesterday 
announced a reduc- 
tion in fees for 
public schools, 
beginning academic 
1987. 

An education mi- 
nistry release is- 
sued here said 
etementary school 
students in Mon- 


rovia will now pay: 


5 dollars per ye- 
ar, while students 


attending clementary 


schools outside 
Monrovia will now 
pay 3 dollars per 
year. 

It said students 
attending govern- 
ment junior and 
senior high sch- 
ools in ‘Monrovia 
will now pay 15 
dollars per semes- 
te, while a fee of 
10 dollars will 
be paid by junior 
and senior high 
students in the 
rural azeas. 

The release said 


no fees will be 
charged for kin- 
dergarten students 
throughout the 
country. 

The reduction 
comes in thé@*wake 
of several appeals 


from students, pa- 


rents and the pu- 
blic for a reduc- 
tion in fees pre- 
viously announced 
for public sch- 
ools. 

The release said 

fees now charged 
are for registra- 
tion and other ad- 
ministrative fees 
and not tuition as 
was previously an- 
nounced by the mi- 
nistry. 
_ Meanwhile, the 
Education Ministry 
has announced a 50 
per cent reduction 
in the prices of 
elementary text- 
books. A new price 
list would be pu- 
blished soon, the 
release said.. ~ 
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COURT OFFICIALS ASSURED OF PROTECTION 


‘Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 3 Mar 87 pp l, 8 


[Article by G. Kparcon Nardoh] 


[Excerpt ] 


/13046 


Chief Justice James 
N. Nagbe has assure 
court officers in the 
country of full pro- 
tection of the Judi- 
ciary against any form 
of molestation by 
higher-ups in the dis- 
charge of their du- 
ties. 

Counsellor Nagbe 
said hereafter, the 
Supreme Court - will 
ensure that sheriffs 
and bailiffs serving 
precepts from the 
courts are not treated 
with discontent by 
party litigants. 


CSO: 3400/708 


Justice Nagbe ,;ave 
the assurance eariier 
this week when 
sheriffs and bailiffs 
assigned at the Temple 
of Justice in Monro- 
via, led by Montser- 
rado County Chief 
Sheriff Jimmy Garley, 


met with him to ac- 
quaint him with pro- 
blems they have’ been 
encountering with 
some government offi- 
cials while on offi- 
cial duties. 
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TUBMAN ASSURES WORKERS OF FAIR TREATMENT 


Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 2 Apr 87 pp l, 10 


[Text ] 
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**] will use all my skills and 
ability in this job in order to 
ensure that workers get a fair 


judgement in all their ia- 
stances in the country since 


his predecessor Mr. John 
Mayson, a8 minister. 

My. Tubman said that labour is 
one of the most important 
elements in the economics of any 
society; hence workers are entitl- 
ed to fair treatment for their ef- 


tinues to have in him, Mr. Tub- 
man expressed satisfaction over 
his appointment as Minister of 
Labour. 

“I have coate with an open 
mind, and I hope to learn from all 
of you, since | will always call on 
everyone of you for your 
assistance’’, he told the 
employees. He assured them of 
that he would count on their con- 
tributions to bring about fairplay 
to the workers. 

Mr. Tubman thanked his 
predecessor, Mr. John Maysoa, 
for the able manner in which he 
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make himself available for 
regular consultations, ‘‘since | 
would call on you at ail times." 

Welcoming his successor in an 
earlicr statement, Mr. Mayson 
said that he was pleased that a 
competent person was taking over 
the ministry. 

Pointing out that work at the 
Ministry of Labour was not that 
easy, he said: ‘‘It would take you 
the peace of job, the wisdom of 
Solomon and the strength of 
Sampson to be able to keep up 
with the work’’. 


On behalf of the staff of the 
ministry, Mr. Stephen H. 
Kolison, Sr., Deputy Minister for 
Planning and Human Resources 
Development, welcomed the 


“firm and fair during your ad- 
ministration. We will work 
together for the success of us 
all.’’ 
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UNDP LAND STUDIES AGREEMENT SIGNED 


Monrovia DAILY STAR in English 17 Mar 87 pp 2, 4 


[Text ] 


The Ministry of 
Agriculture and 
the Ynited Na- 
tions Development 
Programme (UNDP) 


have signed ea 2.8 


milion dollars ag- 
reement for a 
"land capability 
studies." 
Under the agree- 
ment. signed here 
,Friday, UNDP will 
provide experts, 
equipment and 


training opportu- 


nities for Libe~ 
rians to “do land 
and soil capabili- 
ty studies in the 
country.” 

It said UNDP 
would provide $2m, 
while the Liberian 
government would 
contribute $800, 
000.06. 

The UNDP Repre- 
sentative to Libe- 
tia, Dr. Francis 


Blain, signed for 


nis) organization, 


413044 
CSO: 3400/675 


while Agriculture 
Minister, S. 
Gbloerzuo Toweh and 
Planning Minister, 
Paul Jeffy signed 
for the govern- 
ment. 

Speaking during 
the ceremony, Mi- 
nister Toweh said 


there was “excel~ 


lent relationship” 
existing between 
Liberia and UNDP, 
and hoped such re- 
lations would con- 
tinue. 

He said the com- 
ing of the UNDP to 
“our aid by provi-~ 
ding funds and ex- 
perts to assist 
us" was timely 
with -the govern~- 
ment'slaunching of 
the Green Revolu- 
tion. 


Mr. Toweh later 


appealed to other 
United Nations a- 
gencies to assist 
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Liberia. bring 
self-sufficiency 
through its Green 
Revolution pro- 
grap. 

For his part, 
Dr. Blain said his 
organization was 
pleased to assign 
this programme to 
Liberia, adding, 


"In order for the 
Green Revolution 


to succeed, there 
is a need for land 
and soil feasibi- 
lity studies.” 

He thanked the 
Ministry of Agri-~ 
culture for parti- 
cipating in the 
formulation of the 
“document for the 
soil. feasibility 
Studies." 

According to Dr. 
Blain, the agree- 
ment is heing 
sponsored by UNDP, 


FAO and Liberia. 











NEW LAND AGENCY ESTABLISHED 


Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 17 Mar 87 p 3 


[Text ] 
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According to the proprietor 
and General Coordinator of 
the agency, Mr. G. William 
Waiters, LIRIPSA will, among 
other things, work towards 
the protection of land buyers 
against land fraud; make w- 


3400/701 


hy 
caatelé 

de 
Re aut 


Ue 
th 
£° 5% 

Rute 


ol 
e 
is) 
= 
a 
a 
Cg 
« 
a 
- 
ti) 
o 
3 
° 
i. 


The proprietor of the agen- 
cy previously worked as Ex- 
ecutive Director of the Rent 
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MARITIME AFFAIRS BUREAU ON MODALITIES TO ATTRACT VESSELS 
Monrovia DAILY STAR in English 31 Mar 87 pp 8, 7 


[Article by Francis S. Paye] 


[Text ] 
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The Bureau of 
Maritime Affairs 
in Liberia has be- 
gun working out 
modalities where- 
by it could put an 
immediate halt to 
the declining rate 
of Liberia's Mari- 
time fleets as 
well as to increa- 
se programs of Ma~ 
ritime vessels 
wor ldwide. 

Making the dis-~- 
closure yesterday 
in an interview 
with the DAILY 
STAR, the Commis-~- 
sioner of the 
bureau, Mr. George 
B. Cooper, said 
the new move would 
attract more ves- 
sels and maximize 
government revenue 
intake. He noted 
that, “This bureau 
is one of the ma~ 
jor contributors 
to the Liberian 


‘revenue. 


Mr. Cooper noted 
that because his 
bureau has planned 
several infra- 


3400/701 


structural deve- 
lopment programs 
tnhag will boost 
the Liberian eco- 
nomy, the team, 
headed boy former 
Finance Minister, 
Mr. Robert Tubman, 
influenced several 
shipowners during 
their recent visit 
to Hong Kong, Se- 
oul, South Korea, 
and Tokyo, Japan 
with brief stop- 
over in Peipai 
where he said, 
they met and dis- 
cussed with the 
President of the 
Japanese Shi pow- 
ners Association, 
Mr. Kimio Miyaok 
and the Director 
General of the As- 
sociation, Mr. 
Ieaku Yamaot, in- 
cluding some offi- 
cials on Liberia 
Maritime policies. 
Commissioner Co- 
oper also confirnm- 
ed that because of 
the talks, two Ja~ 
panese shipowners 
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registered with 
the Liberian Bure- 
au of Maritime Af- 
fairs, while 
others promised to 
visit Liberia 
shortly in order 
to study the moda- 
lities. 

Mr. Cooper fur- 
ther stated that 
the Liberian dele- 
gation also infor- 
med the shipowners 
that Liberian 
shiping registry 
is expected to 
freeze its reduced 


fees. 
He said, the 


fees now charged 
by the Liberian 
Maritime Bureau 
are quite accepta- 
ble to shipowners. 
In a related de- . 
velopment, the 
bureau has appea~ 
‘led to interested 
Liberians to en- 
roll at the Mari- 
time School re- 
cently established 
in Margibi County. 
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MCSS STUDENTS ISSUE POSITION STATEMENT 
Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 3 Apr 87 pp 1, 9 


[Article by John F. Lloyd] 


[Text ] 


they cam 20 longer bear to be 
deprived of their education. 
They therefore called on 
government to resolve the 
teachers’ issees for the 
resumption of ciasses for 
academic ‘37. 

The students under the banner 
of the MCS Students Union 
(MCSS-SU)}, noted in a statement 
that government’s failure to meet 
the demands of teachers ‘‘seems 
to be nurturing grounds for 
another Masch 18 episode’’, ad- 
ding that it was the same condi- 
tios which gave rise to the nation- 
wide studemt demonstration on 
March 18’ last year. 


/13046 
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In the statement, signed by 
MCSS-SU _secretary-general, 


tional Student Union (LINSU) 
that all public school students pay 
the fees of $2.50, $5, and $10 for 
the enroliment in junior and 
senice high schools, respectively. 

They observed that it is 
disheartening that ‘‘poor students 
pay exorbitant fees in public 
schools only to be entangled in 
the cob-web of frustration’. 

They attributed their plight to 
the failure of government to lay 
grounds to avoid the delay and in- 
terruption of classes in public 
schools, and called on the 
Liberian Chief Executive to in- 
tervene in the current crisis. 

The MCSS- students also 
pointed out in their statement 
that education is a right.to be en- 
joyed by all and not an exclusive 
few, and called on their col- 
leagues in private schools to join 
their struggle by initiating ap- 
propriate action to help remedy 
the situation. ** 


32 





History has a peculiar way of 
repeating itself to those who 
refuse to icarn from it’’, they 
reminded private school students. 

Teachers of MCSS schools who 
were to resv ne classes on March 
23 in accordance with ‘the 
Ministry of Education official 
calendar for ‘87, declared in a 
position statement last Thursday 
that until MCSS can provide im- 
provec school facilities, absorb 
students of lower-level MCSS 
schools, provide transportation 
for teachers, and pay salaries for 
the months of January and 
February 1987, among other 
things, there would be no resump- 
tion of classes at MCSS schools. 

The Ministry of Education last 
Tuesday disbursed salary checks 
to teachers for the month of 
January 1987 and appcaled to 
teachers to return to classes, but 
the teachers refused at a mecting 
last Wednesday, saying that they 
stand by the vow not to return 
to classes until “‘all’’ of thet 
demands are satisiactorils ad- 
dressed. 
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DOE APPOINTS COMMITTEE TO REVIEW STUDENT POSITION 


Monrovia DAILY STAR in English 20 Mar 87 p 2 


[Text ] Dr. Samuel K. Concludin, his support for the 
Noe, President of letter, Minister university, the 
Liberia and Visi- Flah assured the planned tuition 
tor to the Univer- t.SU president. increase, the pro- 
sity, has appuin- that “the Commit- blem of cosaauting. 
ted a special tee is currently students ato and 
three-man commit-. weeting and you from the Fendall 
tee to review the shall hear. from Campus, the revpe- 
position statement ine in due course." ning uf the Uni- 
presented to him It can be recal- versity dormito- 
by the Executive led that on Janu- ries, accountabi- 
Committee of the ary 30, ion the lity at the ‘uni- 
University of Li- S-man ecutive 
beria ‘ Student Committee of ULSU, prepie _ PoP yn 
Union (ULSU). under mandate from fund drive. Others 

This disclosure the university “th ceesaiaiiirt 
was contained in student poyulace, tution of the foo 
a letter sent to had an audience oa ot Teebbibs 
iJLSU Pr-.identy with President the epetttction 
Samuel K. Woods, Doe in his Execu- 

: of the Faculty/ 
II, by Hr. Yancy tive Mansion of- Staff Develo ; 
pment 
Peters Flah, De- fice, during Prectes. the ear 
puty HHinister of which a  12-paxe te 6 on bat oat 
State for Admini- position statement . 
stration. In the on the’ yeneral running through 
letter dated Mar- problems of the the Agriculture 
ch 12, 1987, De- University of Li- College campus tc 
puty Minister Flah beria was delive- the Science Cou 
said that he was sea t6 bin. psex and the pro- 
appointed as cha- hating teeunn ran vision of on=-the- 
irman of this spe~ ised in the wai- job training op,o- 
cial committee. mate statenent rtunities for en- 
Ne, however did were the govern- hee a ay: 
. ure students 
cleans’ alt we went's financial of the university. 
committee, 
/13046 
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UNIVERSITY STUDENT UNION OFFICERS INSTALLED 


Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 17 Mar 87 p 3 


[Article by Gabriel S. Nyanfor] 


[Text ] Officers of the Uni- 
versity of Liberia 
Students Union(ULSU) 
were last Friday in- 
ducted into office by 
Arch-Bishop of the 


Catholic Church,, 
Michael K. Francis. 
7 hose inducted 


were Samuel K.Wood 
President; Mr. Larry 
L. Younauoi, Vice 
President. and Mr. 
Anthony V. Kesselly, 
Student Representa- 
tive to the Univer- 
sity Council. 

Administering the 
oath of _ office, 
Bishop Francis prai- 
sed the UL Students 
Union for maintain- 
ing peace and unity 
among students at 
the University, and 
urged the new offi- 
cers to put God 
above all things in 
order to achieve 
their goals. 

He said- as the 
nation's future: 
leaders students th- 
roughout the nation 
should - strive 
towads academic 
excellence to boost 


the nation's educa- 
tional syste in the 
years ahead. He then 
urqed them to do 
away with political 
activities that could 
retard their efforts. 

In remarks, Uni- 
versity of Liberia 
oresident, Or. Joseph 
Morris thanked the 
ULSU for uniting 
Students and for 
promoting respect 
for the University 
rules and regula- 
tions, thereby streg- 


thening relations 
between the faculty 
staff and student 
body. 


Dr. Morris” reaf- 
firmed his  admini- 
stration's commitment 
to cooperating with 
the student govern- 
ment. 

He praised the 
efforts being made 
by the Liberian Lea- 
der Or. Samuel K. 
Doe to improve the 
institution which he 
said is currently on 
the verge of collap- 
se due to financial 
constraints. 
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In his inaugural 
address, ULSU's Pre- 
sident Samuel Wood, 
pledged his govern- 
ment's Getermination 
to work with the ad- 
ministrative staff in 
order to make the 


nation's highest 
learning institution 
a better place for 
learning. 

He then appealed. 
to the university. 
administration to 


consider the student 
union government as 
the sole representa- 
tive of the student 
body. 


Also speaking at 
the occasion, Deputy 
Infomation Minister 
for Research and 
Planning, Mr. Paul 


Allen Wie, who 
deputized for Ly-- 
formation Minister 


Or.S.Momolu Getaweh, 
praised the student 
union for its” role 
in maintaining peace 
at the University of 
Liberia. Minister 
Wie assured ULSU of 
his Ministry's as- 
sistance and pledged 
550 on behalf of his 
ministry. 
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STUDENTS EXPRESS CONCERN OVER ARRESTS IN NIMBA COUNTY 
AB041808 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 1710 GMT 4 May 87 


[Text] Six more persons have reportedly been arrested and detained in 
Nimba by joint security in the county. They have been transferred to 
Bong and are now in detention in Salala without charge. The president 

of the Nimba University Students Association, Niamia Wampie, made the 
disclosure over the weekend when the association presented a resolution 
to the senators of the county. The arrest of the six follows the arrest 
and detention a few weeks ago of 14 citizens of Nimba by joint security 
in the county. Mr Wampie alleged that the six persons, whose names were 
not disclosed, were picked up in Botuoh-Niaklan-Zoke District recently 
while practising karate as a means of recreation. According to the 
Monday's edition of the DAILY OBSERVER, the six citizens were subsequently 
arrested by soldiers on grounds that they were practising karate to 
overthrow the government, as the student leader explained in their 
resolution. The students spoke of constant state of harrassment, 
intimidation, and the recent rate in arrest of peaceful citizens in Nimba 
County. They further stated that if the situation were not investigated 
and prompt attention taken, citizens of Nimba may flee Nimba to other 
areas for security protection. 


Meanwhile, receiving the students’ resolution, Senator Hilary Gomble 
thanked the students for the manner in which they were following the case 
and promised that the Nimba legislators would do everything possible to 
secure the release of those detained. He also promised to present the 
students’ resolution to the Liberian Senate tomorrow for redress. 


/12858 
CSO: 3400/686 
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POLITICAL PARTIES SPEAK OUT ON RECONCILIATION PROCESS 
Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 9 Apr 87 pp 16, 26 


[Text] **Our concern, as a yovernment, created (to serve our people, 


is not to continue to dwell on the trials and errors of the past. 
Our coacern now is to put behind us the unfortunate cir- 
cumstances of the past and (o immediately begin (0 translate into 
realities the hopes we raised and the promises we made. 





**We will pursue a 
systematic course of national 
unity, climinating all actions 
and tendencies that divide us. 
In this, one of the highest vir- 
tues is forgiveness.*’ 

With these words, uttered 
in late 1980, the process o! 
national reconciliation was 
confirmed by the then Head 
of State and Chairman of the 
People's Redemption Coun- 
cil, Samuel Kanyon Doe. 
Since|theni reconciliation has 
been a national process — « 
united clfort — in the strug- 
gle of the Liberian people to 
heal the wounds of the past 
and build a nation on goud- 
will and understanding. 

Immediately after the 
April 12 seizure of power in 
1980, the meaning of recuon- 
ciliation embraced a morc 
limited yet far-reaching con- 
notation. It was a confidence 
building device used to 
restore confidence in the peo- 
ple and to demonstrate con- 
fidence and goodwill of the 
government to the people. 

Many Liberians had fled 
and had continued to flee the 
country. Others were deeply 
resentful and harboured ill- 
will; thus a way had to be 
found to bridge the gap and 
‘eliminate all actions and 
tendencies’’ which werc 
dividing the nation. 


The government, for its 
part, needed to demonstrate 
goodwill to all and prove that 
it was pursuing a course of 
national unity. Political 
prisoners were gradually 
released, efforts to improve 
the internal conditions were 
made, exiles were invited to 
return home and some were 
offered posts in the new 
government and soldiers who 
continued their harassment 
were punished. Thus, since 
April 12, seven years ago, 
reconciliation has always 
been seen as a necessary fac- 
tor in the restoration of nor- 
mal intercourse in the coun- 
try between government and 
its citizens. 

One major step in the 
reconciliation and 
reconstruction process has 
been the move towards con- 
stitutional rule which was 
considered a burning desire 
of all the Liberian people. 
Thus up to 1984, the govern- 
ment had achieved a large 
measure of succes. in bring- 
ing about reconciliation to 
the point where conditions in 
the country had stabilized 
and confidence restored for 
the reinstitution of political 
activities. 

Having built up this 
climate of confidence which 
saw an interaction of people 
of varying political views in 
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the making of the Constitu- 
tion and then in the Constitu- 
tional Advisory Assembly, it 
became the conviction of all 
that the process of 
reconstruction could now 
proceed without much con- 
flict and sorrow. Political 
parties were formed, can- 
didates were selected, cam- 
paigning was carried on — a 
campaign, which unlike 
those in any other country, 
was not without its  bit- 
terness, its slanderous 
moments and mud-slinging 
period. 

After the elections, 
however, that atmosphere of 
brotherhood and climate of 
joint concern shown for the 
national interest became a 
necessary factor once more 
to build the nation. 

Despite the outcome of the 
elections, despue the suspi- 
cions and bitterness, recon- 
ciliation became the major 
pre-occupation of political 
and church leaders; that is, 
until the intervention of the 
November 12 incident. 

But even as the November 
12 incident began to recede 
into history, the President 
seized upon the moment to 
hold the olive branch of 
reconciliation when, on in- 
auguration day he declared 
that ‘‘History bears witness 








to the fact that no nation has 
ever prospered in disorder. 

‘*If Liberia is to be great, 
the process of reconciliation 
must never be obstructed 
again. | pledge the New 
Republic will emphasize 
reconciliation, reconstruc- 
tion and rehabilitation as its 
major objective. 

‘Today, we must 
therefore put aside our dif- 
ferences whatever they may 
be; we must submerge our 
various partisan beliefs under 
the Supreme Party which is 
the Republic of Liberia. 

**In spite of our political 
affiliation, social or 
economic background, age 
or level of education, let us 
close ranks, and fight only 
when external aggression 
engulfs us.”” 

This message sounded the 
clarion call for national unity 
after the November 12 inci- 
dent, but since there were a 
number of political leaders in 
jail awaiting trial for their 
alleged involvement in the 
November 12 abortive coup, 
it was generally felt :hat this 
call should have been backed 
by some action. 

This action came in 198€ 
when all the political 
prisoners were released, a 
general amnesty declared. 
Subsequently, the country 
was gripped by an euphoric 
atmosphere when it was 
learned that under the 
auspices of the Liberian 
Council of Churches leaders 
of all political parties had 
met to discuss reconciliation. 
The exercise proved futile 
after several meetings. A 
group of leading citizens call- 
ing themselves the Goodwill 
Ambassadors uadertook the 
task of sponsoring recancilia- 
tian and again their ‘hopes 
were frustrated by the 
hardening of the positions of 
all sides. 

The failure of these efforts 
has led us to examine the 
recorciliatory moves and |o 
wonder just what is holding 
back the tide of reconcilia- 
tion when all parties are 
agreed there is a need for 
reconciliation. 


Perhaps we are expecting 
too much (00 soon; perhaps 
we expect too much from one 
side while refusing to yield to 
make necessary concessions 
for the good of the national 
interest. Perhaps, we expect 
too much out of reconcilia- 
tion. 

Citing her views on recon- 
ciliation, Miss Miatta Sher- 
man, acting chairman of the 
National Democratic Party 
of Liberia (NDPL), notes 


-that it is ‘‘not the cure-all nor 


the be-all of our national 
problems. It is not a panacea 
nor a magic formula which 
will suddenly bring us ail 
together. Such things only 
happen in story books, or 
utopia.’’ But, she continued, 
nor is ‘‘reconciliation as far- 
fetched or recondite as some 
politicians would have us 
believe...it is a very dynamic 
process and should be re- 
defined.’’ 

Miss Sherman holds the 
view that our approach to 
reconciliation ‘‘should be 
much more realistic and pro- 
ductive based on common 
sense; what we first need is to 
look for the areas of nrutual 
interest’’ and she goes on to 
lament that the 
**opposition’s first attitude’ 
is to ‘kill any area of 
bargaining when they do not 
recognize the government.’’ 
What then do we have in ex- 
istence, if you do not 
recognize the government? 
No Government in power is 
going to stoop and just 
apologize’, she states with a 
certain degree of emphasis 
and conviction. 

If there is any element of 
apology in the process, she 
says it should come from all 
the politicians who did not 
educate the people sufficient- 
ly enough in the political pro- 
cess. 

The Liberia Action Party 
(LAP) is all for apology as a 
first step. Speaking with its 
Chairman, he defines recon- 
CHiation as a settlement of 
adjustment of diasgreement 
and differences. ‘‘The pro- 
cesg to such a settlement is 
first of all for parties who 
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have wronged others to ad- 
mit their wrong, compensate 
for that wrong and make a 
definite promise not to repeat 
such wrong.”’ To this, Miss 
Sherman retorts, ‘‘We will 
not stoop...’’ 

At reconciliation talks, 
some of the opposition par- 
ties have insisted on the need 
for re-election — first they 
wanted re-election on a 
general basis, now some are 
asking for partial re-election. 
But can an election cure the 
ills which now exist? Would 
not a new campaign tend to 
re-open the old wounds and 
further polarize the nation? 
We do not suggest that if 
wrongs were made, we 
should acquiesce in a cover 
up and go on with business as 
usual; rather, we need to 
carefully examine whether 
cooperation, the establish- 
ment of goodwill, the 
building of confidence are 
not more important at this 
Stage than going through a 
political replay. 


But LAP goes on to assert 
that ‘‘we simply want the due 
process of law to prevail in 
this country because when 
this is done, nothing elise is 
better than it. Under the due 
process of law, genuine 
reconciliation can take 
place.’’ 

Mr. Matthew of the United 
People’s Party takes a more 
pragmatic view. He firs 
looks at apology within the 
context of the religious 
definition of reconciliation 
which does not square with 
the political terminology. 

Mr. Matthew observes that 
**the church views reconcilia- 
tion as something that entails 
pennance so that one with a 
contrite heart must admit to 
wrong-doing; whereas, na- 
tional reconciliation § in 
political terminology would 
imply accommodation entail- 
ing concession in return for 
support or cooperation. 

**In politics,’’ he goes on, 
‘‘what one would perceive as 
wrong-doing could be acts of 
expediency; therefore, politi- 
cians cannot apply the 
religious meaning of recon- 
ciliation.’’ 








Mr. Matthew then outlined 
certain steps upon which the 
road to reconciliation should 
be based: 1. ‘‘Concede that 
Dr. Samuel Kanyon Doe, the 
Standard Bearer of the Na- 
tional Democratic Party of 
Liberia (NDPL) is President. 
2. That the other parties will 
at least cooperate with the 
government in order not to 
guarantee its failure; 3. That 
there should be a clear com- 
mitment to obey the constitu- 
tian; to obey the spirit of the 
multi-party framework. 4. 
That there should be an open 
line of consultation with the 
Opposition so that conten- 
tious issues may be resalved 
in the background before 
decisions on significant issues 
are made or done.”’ 

Miss Sherman feels, 
however, that the necessary 
first step is confidence 
building through interaction, 
talking even on an informal 
level. Mr. Matthews agrees 
with this, but he feels that the 
President should take the in- 
itiative because party of- 
ficials talking together will 
not solve issues. 

As things now stand, 
negotiations with that party 
(NDPL), Mr. Matthews 
points out, is not necessarily 
conclusive if the agreement is 
consummated with the chair- 
man. ‘‘There is the over- 
riding issue of President Doe 
himself proving that outside 
the military form, he is able 
to resolve crucial political 
issues of a civilian setting. 

‘*Therefore,’’ he con- 
tinues, ‘‘it isin his interest to 
assume this and since he con- 
tends that he is the President 
— a contention we do not 
contest — then he must begin 
to assume his leadership 
responsibility by going out 
and personally negotiating 
settlements.’’ 

Then Mr. Matthews points 
out that President Doe has to 
avoid being the only Presi- 
dent ig the history of this 
country other than E.J. Roye 
who, after: a year in the 
presidency, has nat obtgined 
the tacit consent of the cp- 
position. Thus, he too 


stresses ‘‘confidence building 
as part of the reconciliation 
process.’’ 

He then suggests that the 
President should come up 
with a ‘‘National Plan with 
the opposition input. As for 
me and my party, we are 
more concerned about a 
multi: party success than in 
hold’ ag any kind of public 
office.”’ 

But the Chairman of the 
ruling NDPL holds a dif- 
ferent view. She says the 
President is not chairman of 
the party. ‘‘What we can do 
is to start by just beginning to 
talk to each other on party 
leadership level. We should 
develop regular intercourse 
and when there is a common 
ground for the parties to 
work together the President 
then can come in.”” 

For the Unity Party, 
despite its belief in the pro- 
cess and being the only party 
which has attended every 
meeting held in the effort to 
restore or bring about na- 
tional reconciliation, it now 
says ‘‘the prospects are bleak 
until the ruling party changes 
its attitude towards the pro- 
cess.”” 

It speaks of continued 
harassments at checkpoints 
and the ‘fraudulent inter- 
pretation’ to the people of 
the actual results of the 1985 
elections. However, one of 
its leaders declares, ‘‘We 
have asked for nothing — 
only for a decent life for the 
Liberian people because we 
as a party feel that we can not 
build the nation on hatred. 
We need to get together and 
salvage the wreck, but there 
are some elements who thrive 
on the differences which exist 
in the country today.’’ 

We are reminded here that 
after the American Civil 
War, the process of 
reconstruction — the restora- 
tion of normal relations bet- 
ween ihe states and the 
Union — took twelve years 
beginning 1865 and ending in 
1877. Liberia has gone 
through seven years of recon- 
ciliation with some 
drawbacks and unfortunate 
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interventions. Today, we are 
faced with a common danger 
— economic collapse — and 
in the words of Baccus Mat- 
thews the other parties 
should at least cooperate 
with the government in order 
not to guarantee its failure. 
Interpreted differently, it 
means that we are all in this 
boat together and cannot sit 
and see it sink. " 

Politicians need to take a 
broader view of the recon- 
ciliation process and see it as 
a necessary factor towards 
the improvement of condi- 
tions in the country. 

The Liberia Action Party 
is itself an example of the ill- 
effect of the stalemate. Ask- 
ed why LAP is playing such a 
low profile these days, its 
chairman declared, LAP is 
not drawing back or becom- 
ing inactive. The only thing is 
that the conditions are not 
created for anyone to act as 
they should. LAP does not 
have a party headquarters 
right now because no one 
wants to give us a house that 
may be subsequently van- 
dalized and destroyed. This 
represents the state of affairs 
in the country today. 

Earlier in the year when 
President Doe held his press 
conference, he was asked 
about a new consignment of 
military hardward which was 
imported recently. The Presi- 
dent told newsmen that there 
was information of an inva- 
sion threat, therefore some 
arms had been acquired to 
protect strategic areas in the 
country. Meanwhile, there 
are critics who hold the view 
that money for arms should 
be spent on other essential 
needs of the country, like 
education, agriculture and 
development. 

In an interview with the 
Acting Chairman of the 
NDPL, she pointed out that 
there are some elements in 
the country who do not wish 
to cooperate, they ‘‘just hope 
for another invasion and 
pray that it succeeds’’. Such 
feclings together with the at- 
titude and movements of 
some exiles abroad create an 








atmosphere of insecurity in 
the country and forces the 
government to beef up its 
security. 

Political science teaches 
that during period of in- 
security, governments 
necessarily spend large sums 
of money on arms for protec- 
tion which invariably results 
in lesser attention placed on 
consumer products. 

The tightening of security 
by the government may be 
made at the expense of 
education, agriculture and 
development, but it means 
also that the threat of an in- 
vasion or constant rumour of 
such a threat, whether im- 
agined or real, can be remov- 
ed by building up confidence 
and searching for ways 
whereby the government and 
the opposition can 
cooperate. They must find 
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common ground. [hey must 
see themselves as committed 
to the national interest 
whether in power or out of 
power. There must also be at- 
tempts at reconciling the exile 
elements. They must be 
discouraged against capitaliz- 
ing on current difficulties at 
home. 

Reconciliation must be 
blended with a clear commit- 
ment to cooperate with the 
government and the govern- 
ment must be seen committed 
to obey the constitution and 
live up to the spirit of the 
multi-party framework. This 
process involves all Liberians 
whether at home or abroad, 
for as long as some elements 
at home depend on those 
abroad to come as saviours 
we shall remain in a state of 
flux getting nowhere. In this 
seventh year, we shouid 
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begin to truly reconcile one 
with the other and look at the 
larger issues which are there 
to unite and build. 

Many of the proposals in- 
iually presented by the op- 
position for reconciliation 
talks have so far been met — 
the right to travel, return of 
Nassports to citizens and the 
release of political prisoners. 
Yet, the people continue to 
wait for a major 
breakthrough. Perhaps we 
need to stage a football 
natch between the opposi- 
uon parties and the ruling 
party. After all, the first 
oreakthrough in U.S.-China 
relations was the staging of a 
ping pong game. Today, 
Sino-American relations are 
blooming. After seven years, 
we wait for that 
breakthrough. 


LIBERIA 


LEBANESE BUSINESSMEN ON ECONOMIC REVIVAL 
Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 20 Mar 87 pp 6, 19 
[Article by Mlanju Reeves] 
**Mr. Minister: 
We regret to inform you about the closure of our 


corporation because of our inability to sustain nor- 
mal business operation in the wake of the current 


[Text ] 





foreign exchange crisis...’’ 


(WLCU): “If Lebanese 
businesses are taking 
money out, we are only 
merchants. We are not 
taking the resources out: 
we are reinvesting in the 


Liberian currency to US 
dollar notes, analysts say US 
currency notes are presently 
being sold for as high as 60 


_ Per cent. 


However, the Commerce 


commerce in Liberia is confidence we have in the — 2 =| SS ow 
dominated by Lebanese Liberian economy...’’ oo on oes a 

on » the ‘ major European currencies 
traders exploi Despite the asserted con- as reason for unfavoreble 
Liberian economy — tak- fidence, Lebanese businesses, market conditions in Liberia 
ing away vitally needed like other business opcrations last year. The report claims 


of the view that the world 
of business is competitive 
and they are not at fault 
for the burgeoning 


in the country, are struggling 
with a severe problem of 
foreign exchange which ap- 
pears to be greatly hampering 
the smooth importation of 
commodities for local con- 
sumption. 


that the dollar slumped by 30 
per cent last year, an estimate 
which economists believe is 
immensely exaggerated. 
Last year alone, the Com- 
merce Ministry registered a 
total of 2,609 businesses out 


foreign exchange crisis. According to the Mini 
But is the scarcity of of Commerce’s annual report Hs dg nc per 
foreign exchange the real for 1986, domestic trade saw pragie oh fie 


problem of the Liberian 
economy, or is it just the 
end result of a widening 
trade deficit? 

Says Jamil Rajeh, 
secretary general of the 
World Lebanese Cultural 
Union in Liberia 


unfavorable market condi- 
tions due to the foreign ex- 
change crisis. As a result, 
there was a corresponding 
upsurge in black marketing. 
Although the Commerce 
Ministry report gives no of- 
ficial figures for exchange 
rates on the black market of 
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‘Foreign businesses 
registered for the same 
period were 1,140 or about 
44 per cent of the total. The 
number of joint Liberian- 
foreign partnership 
businesses were 129 or five 








per cent of the total 
businesses registered last 
year. 

Although the total number 
of foreign registered 
businesses was seven per cent 
lower than Liberian 
businesses, commerce in 
Liberia appears to be vastly 
dominated by Lebanese mer- 
chants who own most of the 
country’s main stores, super- 
markets, restaurants, logging 
companies, engineering 
firms, garages and auto deal- 
ing shops. 

According to a modest 
estimate by the Lebanese 
Cultural Union in Liberia, 
there probably exist some 
1,000 Lebanese businesses 
across the country, most of 
which are concentrated in the 
capital, Monrovia. 

But what suggestion do the 
Lebanese have to help the 
Liberian economy revive? 
Khaled Héjazi is a young 
Lebanese businessman train- 
ed in economics in the United 
States. He believes that 
massive investment in the 
agricultural sector is a sure 
means of generating foreign 
exchange for the country to 
emerge from its present 
economic malaise. 

Although there is much 
talk about mechanizing 
agriculture, Khaled Hejazi 
feels that labour intensive 
agriculture as opposed to 
Capital intensive agriculture 
(with machinery) will solve 
the unemployment problem 
and provide the much-needed 
foreign exchange. Noting 
that Liberia is experiencing 
low prices for ys com- 
modities on the world 
market, Khaled laments that 
Liberia’s marginal propensi- 
ty to import is greater than its 
marginal propensity to ex- 
port commodities — thus 
creating a severe trade 
deficit. 

With depressed prices for 
its exports including iron ore, 
rubber and minerals (gold 
and diamond, etc.), Liberia 


generates very little foreign 
exchange from its meagre ex- 


port of cash crops such as: 


palm kernels, coffee, and 
cocoa. Although efforts are 
intensifying in this direction 
to increase the export of cash 
crops and other items which 
may some day make the 
country self-sufficient in 
food production, Liberia 
may still be a long way from 
this goal with an apparent 
primitive or subsistence 
economy as opposed to that 
of an industrialized one. 

Liberia’s economic pro- 
blem according to analysts, 
may largely be due to the 
fiscal policy of the govern- 
ment. In its annual report of 
1986, the Commerce 
Ministry recommended a 
review of government’s fiscal 
policy and efforts to improve 
the liquidity situation. 

The Commerce Ministry 
report also notes that flight 
of US currency notes which 
has continued since 1980 
poses severe strains on the 
economy, although there is 
no indication where the 
Capital is disappearing to. 

While Liberians reportedly 
own the greaier percentage of 
businesses in the country, 
most of them are on the small 
scale, such as small shops 
and vendor activities. The 
result is a low revenue intake 
for the government as com- 
pared to foreign-owned 
businesses. In the end, the 
government has hiked import 
duties on commodities which 
are almost imported by 
foreigners and foreign 
businesses. 

According to officials of 
the Abi Jaoudi Corporation, 
which operates two of the na- 
tion’s largest supermarkets in 
the country, one way of im- 
proving the climate for both 
consumers and importers of 
food commodities is the 
reduction of surcharges and 
import duties on goods. This 
will have a two-fold effect: 
increasing the purchasing 
power of the consumers and 
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stimulating the establishment 
of more businesses in the 
country. 

But government officials 


of Abi Jaoudi, notes that his 
corporation is severely feel- 
ing the foreign exchange 
pinch. But he asserts: ‘‘We 
are doing better than before 
and there is no real problem 
with business. What we bring 
in we can sell, but the pro- 
blem is getting the goods 
here.” 

Perhaps the question of 
the lack of foreign exchange 
in the country may, after all, 
be the end result of a chain of 
problems set off by the in- 
availability of industries to 
export more locally produced 
commodities as finished pro- 
ducts. Additionally, the com- 
parative gap between imports 
and exports may possibly be 
a major contributor. 

But the Lebanese whc 
dominate our economy feel 
that the economic problems 
of Liberia are ‘‘more or less 


problems faced by businesses 
anywhere in the world 
today.”’ 


Says Jamil Rajeh of the 
Lebanese Cultural Union: 
“The economies in most 
countries of the world are 
facing problems. But we can 
say that the Liberian 
economy is better than in 
most West African countries 
and we have the belief that 
the human and natural 
resources can have a very 
good impact on the process 
of economic revival.’’ 

Rajeh also attributes the 
high prices of goods on the 
Liberian market to what he 
calls the fall in the value of 
the U.S. dollar and adds that 
as far as Lebanese are con- 
cerned, they have trust and 
confidence in the government 
and the people who handle 
the economy of the nation. 

- Some critics are of a dif- 
ferent opinion blaming the 








government primarily. The 
goverament is aware that the 
onus of the burden is 
primarily on itself to come up 
with effective policies and 


that while it is the task for 
everyone, the government, 
indeed, has io take the lead. 
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LIBERIA 


PLANNING MINISTRY ON DEBT BURDEN, FISCAL REFORMS 


Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 20 Mar 87 p 28 


[Article by Lamini Waritay] 


[Excerpts] 


The Ministry of Ptana- 
ing aad Economic Affairs 
bes indicated that 
Liberta’s debt berden bas 
reached unmanageable 
proportions. It stresses 
that unless Government 
ie oeromem ts Mace refcraes 
**to Hquidate the ... debt 
arrears {and} to raise 
output and productivity 
in the principal sectors of 
the ecomomy ...,”” it will 
be difficuk te achieve 
economic recovery. 

These observations are 
contained in the 
Ministry’s 83-page 
Economic Recovery Pro- 
gram (ERP) Report 
published recently. The 
report gives an overview 
of the Liberian economy, 
highlights ‘‘immediate 
problems to be 
addressed,”’ outlines the 
objectives and policy 
strategies to be adopted, 
and suggests a strategy for 
implementing a publi: in- 
vestment program. 

Noting the worsening 
debt situation of Liberia, 
the report states that ‘‘the 
combined influence of 


declining domestic 
revenue and mortgaging 
of future off-shore 
receipts to finance current 
expenditures ... and 
mounting external debdt 
obligations (have) resulted 
in debt arrears."’ 

The problem, accor- 
ding to the ERP Report, 
seems to have started dur- 
ing the late 1970's, when 
the Government of 
Liberia ‘‘pursued expan- 
sionary policies that 
resulted in large budget 
deficits, financed through 
foreign borrowing mainly 
on commercial terms.’’ 

During this period, ex- 
ternal “‘debt disbursed 
and outstanding more 
than trebled, from a level 
of about $176 million at 
December 31, 1975 to 
$533.3 million at end 
June, 1980." The OAU 
conference of 1979 is said 
to have been largely 
responsible for this fiscal 
situation. 

But if that was a serious 
debt scenario, recent 
figures on GOL's obliga- 


tions are even more so. 
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Says the report, ‘‘At end 
December 1985, the stock 
of debt disbursed and 
Outstanding had more 
than doubled to $1,308 
million.’’ 

The report observes 
that ‘‘lax fiscal discipline, 
the resulting budget 
deficits and the accumula- 
tion of debt arrears have 
led to the erosion of 
Liberia’s creditworthiness 
abroad and to a con- 
fidence problem at 
home.’’ 


The Government of 
Liberia’s commitment to the 
recovery programme as il- 


intensify austerity 
measures,’’ as well as its 
establishment of the 
Privatization C ston. 
are all hailed as positive in- 
dicators of a promising 
economic environment. 








have to, among other things, 
optimize resource manage- 
ment, put into concrete ac- 
tion short and medium-term 
programs and projects that 
would stimulate growth in 
the agricultural and mining 
sectors, and maximize net 
benefits from multi-lateral 
and bilateral co-operation ar- 
rangements. 

These, the report points 
out, are however short-term 
recovery conditionalities. 

With respect to the export 
sector, the problem of fluc- 
tuations in the country’s ex- 


the last few years, the ERP 
report says, ‘‘export prices 
on the whole fell.’ For ex- 
ample, ‘‘The drop in the 
nominal unit price of iron 
ore, the earnings of which ac- 
count for over 60 per cent of 
total export earnings, con- 
tinued through 1984 averag- 
ing a sales price of $16.51 per 
ton and then rising in 1985 by 
$0.73."" 

The report notes that ‘‘The 
biggest drop between 1982 
and 1985 occurred in the 
price of diamonds and logs 
with a drop of nearly 59 per 
cent and 21 per cent, respec- 
tively."’ 

This situation has greatly 
affected the country’s 
foreign exchange reserve 
position, which also, coupled 
with the “‘rising rate of infla- 
tion,”’ has led to ‘‘a reduc- 
tion in savings and invest- 
ment, leading to an increas- 
ing rate of unemployment 
and a decreasing rate of 
growth in national income.” 

The report also makes 
clear that the fiscal deficit 
facing the country had been 
made worse by the lack of 
‘*controls neéded to 
minimize irregularities in 
revenue collection and ad- 
ministration and reduce the 
rate of financial leakages. 
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Political Instability 


With respect to the 
deteriorating investment 
climate, the Planning 
Ministry report is equally 
forthright. It states that ‘‘the 
continuing shortage of 
Government funds and 
foreign exchange,"’ is making 
the implementation of the 
public investment pro- 
gramme in the economic 
recovery period very difficult 
to achieve. 

The report suggests that in 
order to possibly halt what it 
calls the “eroding investment 
climate’ in Liberia, ‘‘a 
number of economic, social, 
and political factors need ta 
interact favourably so as to 
ensure an attractive climate 
for foreign and domestic in- 
vestment.”’ : 
Because of the additional 
problem of a negative net 
capital inflow position, the 
Government of Liberia has 
been confronted with the dif- 
ficulties of repaying outstag- 


A little ray of hope flickers 
in that section of the report 
which indicates that trade 
balances have improved 
with, for example, a trade 
surplus of $151 million 
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efficiency in the mobilizacion 


ly build up and solidify a 


key exports."’ In this regard, 
it is hoped that by the begina- 
ing of 1988 , there will be ‘‘a 


the demand for three end com 


rubber."’ 


terms remains to be seen. 








CERTAIN BUSINESSES EXEMPTED FROM SELLING BAN 


Monrovia DAILY STAR in English 26 Feb 87 p 1 


[Excerpt] 
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It has been reportea that certain 
. businesses including bars, hotels and 
restaurants have been granted per- 
mission to sell on Sunday in spite of 
the President of Liberia, Dr. Samuel 
Kanyon Doe's mandate issued last month 
te proltibit Sunday selling in the 


-COUNLTY. 


A survey con- 
ducted by this 
paper revealed 


that night clubs 
like El Mason on 
Carey Street, 

Chase Restaurant 
and Bar, the King 


Amusement Center, 


among others, have 
received permits 
from authorities 
of the Liberia 

National Police 
Force and the Mon- 
rovia City Corpo- 
ration to enable 


them sell on Sun- 


alaySe 


According to the 
wand; cients of 
these businessea, 


including El Mason, 


since the mandate 
by Dr. Doe, they 
have received con- 
stant harassement 
from members of 
the security for- 
ces, including 
police, ior. keep- 
ing their busi- 
nesses running on 


Sundays. 
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BUSINESSMEN EXPRESS VIEWS ON ECONOMIC SITUATION 


Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 20 Mar 87 p 5 


[Article by Clarence Weefur and Lamini A. Waritay] 


[Text ] 


With the current depressed economic situation in the 
country, a number of Liberian businessmen have been 
giving their views on various aspects of the economy — 
from the problem of foreign exchange to that of ‘smail 
change’; from privatization to the ‘Grecn Revolution’. In 
order to get appropriate responses to pertinent questions, 
a 21-point questionnaire was submitted to persons in both 
the private and public sectors. Because of limited space, 
we can bring you only brief excerpts of views expressed by 
Sour of the selected respondents on a couple of issues: 


Dr. Christian Baker (The 
Rooster): The exhange pro- 
blem is chaotic. Businessmen 
pay between 15-45 per cent 
for foreign exchange. The 
cause can be found in poor li- 
quidity, lower prices for 
primary products; solution: 
more exports and improve- 
ment in the politico-business 


climate. 


Dr. Chris Toe (LPMC): Cost 
of obtaining foreign ex- 
change through banks is very 
expensive. Problem can be 
traced to internal financial 
mismanagement, reduction 
in international prices for 
Liberia’s exports; most of the 
foreign exchange is 
repatriated or is held by in- 
dividuals in the country; 
some are put in black 
markets. 


On Foreign Exchange 


Mr. David Jallah (Libera 
Chamber of Commerce): The 
problem is due primarily to 
the surrender of the 25 per 
cent off-shore earnings by 
the major exporters of 
Liberia’s raw materials; the 
result is that some businesses 
without their own external 
resources are clo.ing down; 
Solution: Liberiaas will have 
to improve their export- 
earning capability. 


Mr. Moses Kettor 
(Cooperative Dev. Agency): 
The Foregn exchange situa- 
tion is terrible. The cause is 
due to slow economic pro- 
ductivity, lack of confidence 
in the economy and severe 
economic policies. The 
result: it has caused huge 
financial flow from most of 
the people we administer in 
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the hinterland. Solution: in- 
creased productivity by in- 
vesting in the productive sec- 
tor; Government must 
change some of its economic 
policies. 


On ‘Small Change: 


Me. Jallah: What need to be 
done is either to remove the 
$-dollar coins from the 
market, or mint some change 
money in proportion to the 
amount of 5-dollar coins on 
the market. 


Dr. Baker: Mint more ‘small 
change’. 


Mr. Kettor Whenever 
Government finds it 
necessary tO pump some 
coins into the market, 75 per 
cent of the amount should be 
in change coins. This would 
mean withdrawing some of 
the 5-dollar coins from the 
market to make the system 
work. : 


On Privatization 


Dr. Toe: Privatization of 
public corporations could 
improve the operational effi- 
ciency of these institutions. 
Those corporations receiving 
subsidies from Government 
should be the first: to -be: 
privatized. However, na- 
tional security interests 
should be safeguarded in the 
process. 


Mr. Jallah: Privatization will 
greatly improve the services 
these corporations render; 
revenue generated from these 
corporations will be enhanc- 
ed due to improved manage- 
ment techniques which, 
hopefully, will be adopted. 


Dr. Baker: It will enable 
pubic corporations make 
profits, pay taxes, and render 
better services. 


Mr. Kettor: | do not buy the 
conept of privatization. | 
don’t think Liberians could 
afford to buy the already dy- 
ing public corporations. 


(And) with our present tax 
policy, foreign investors with 
a profit motive will exploit 
the Liberian people. 


On The ‘Green Revolution’ 


Dr.' Baker: Scrap it and 
replae it with a realistic pro- 
gram. 


Mr. Jallah: [It mus be pro- 
perly organized and totally 
depoliticized. This is not the 
first time this idea has emerg- 
ed in Liberia. President Tub- 
man’s ‘peration Produc- 
tion’ 1960; President 
Tolbert’s ‘Self Sufficiency 
for Self Reliance’ in the 
1970's; (All) these failed 
because they were not pro- 
perly organized. 


Dr. Toe: Get the program 
out of the public arena like 
Ministries. Create pricing 
and other incentives for 
farmers. Improve the 
transport system to reduce 
marketing costs; improve 
coordination, both in 
research and extension. 


Mr. Kettor: To make it work, 
Govenment must provide (1) 


farm tools and implements 
(2) technology, cducation 
and training (3) make use of 
existing farmer organizations 
(4) means (o control pest and 
reduce spilage (5) technicians 
(and experts) and assign these 
to public-owned farms. 


On Liberianization 


“Dr. Toe: ‘Liberianiza- 


tion’ is a word that has 
Outlived its usefulness. 
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Unless private Liberans 
can establish their own 
businesses, you cannot 
retain foreign businesses 
by forcing them to 
employ Liberians. In ad- 


dition, we have to be sufe 
Liberians possess the re- 
quired shiils. 


Mr. Kettor: It is a tailure. 
Many businesses owned 
by Liberians are not 
primary. As a result. 
lost needed cap‘tal has 
ulways flown out of their 
hands to the locally- 
based expatria.e sup- 
pliers. 

Mr. Jallah: It has not on- 
lv ben a failure, but a 
disaster (as well). Certain 
businesses are restricted 
‘o Liberians, but because 
the Liberians do not have 
the capital, they are 
simply used by non- 
Liberians as fronts. 


3400/706 


Dr. Baker: Government 
needs (0 get serious about 
Liberianization if thev 
really mean it. 


(on How To Improve 
Liberia's Current Financial 
Situation 


Mr. Kettor: Libsians musi 
strive to involve themselves 
into all businesses, if not con- 
trol them. The average 
Liberian must change his 
ideu of reliance and 
dependency, to self-relianee 
and increased productivity. 


Dr. Toe Businesses and 
Libgians can help to im- 
prove the situation by vo- 
mg to the banks tor all 
monetary transfers and 
by dome away with the 
parallel market) or ‘black 
market’. 


Dr. Baker: Liberians should 
poduce tor export, and buy 
local products. 
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EFMC REPORT OUTLINES FACTORS IN ECONOMIC DECLINE 


Monrovia DAILY STAR in English 6 Mar 87 pp 8, 7 


{Text ] 


An Economic and 
‘Financial Manage- 
ment Committee 
(EFMC) reports re- 


leased in Monrovia 
yesterday also 
said the causes 
of the nation's 
economy vary and 
include low prices 
for the country's 
major exports aru 
a massive external 
debt burden on 
which payments are 
over $400 million 
in arrears. 

The EFMC reports 
is a detail baca- 
ground on tlie re- 
cent visit of U.S. 
AID Administratu: 
Peter McPherson; 
and the agreement 
reached between 
the Government of 
Liberia and the 


United States of 


America at the 
time. , 


A central factor responsipie for the 
decline of the nation’s economy has 
been largely attributed to the "“pro- 
gressively more unsustainable budget 
deficits which have avcraged $108 


‘million over the last nine years (1978 


- 1986)". 


The committee, in 
its reports obser- 
ved that the stea- 

decline in tlie 
economy of Liberia 
in recent yeas 
has affectcd the 
living Stanuaius 
of virtually the 
entire population. 

"Real per capi- 
ta" Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) has 
fallen by an 
average of seven 
percent a year 
since 1979, while 
private sector 
eaployment is down 
six percent over 
the same periode 
At tne same tiue, 
Yoth imports and 
exports have drop- 
ped si,nificantly, 
the report revea- 
led. i 7 

It further ex- 
plained that heal- 
th and educational 
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facilities have 
deteriorated ag 
economic condi- 
tions have worx-: 
sened and that Li- 
beria has been un- 
able to pay its 
debts to domestic 
creditors, whether 
public employees 
with salary ar- 
rears or banks 
with excess domes- 
tic reserves, or 
to internativual 
financial institu- 
tions, including 
the United States 
of America. 
"Efforts to sub- 
stantially reduce 
these deficits 
have however, vee. 
recognized by suci: 
institutions like 
the Iinteruacionar 
Monetary Fund (I il’) 
and World Bana as 
the key to a broa-' 
der economic reco- 
very", the sernc 
report saia. 








The report fur- 
ther disclosed 
that during the 
Vissll OL USAID 
Ad@inistrutur, 
‘NcPherson, to ‘lon- 
rovia Tebruary 3- 
lU, an dsyreenent 
was reached with 
the Liberian  o- 
verument on a new 
economic reform 
Lramnework which 
will permit the 
‘Nnited States to 
assist Liberia 
with its recovery 
progran. 

This, it said 
has two aspects. 
The first, accord~ 
ing to the commi- 
ttee, is a series 
of five fiscal and 
budgetary reform 
measures aimed at 
stabilizing budget 
operations and 
eliminating the 
deficits which 
have exercised a 
major adverse 
impact on the 
overall economy. 


The second as- 
pect of the pro- 
gram is a finan- 
cial management 
partnerships whose 
primary objective 
is to rationalize 
and strengthen the 
management and 
control of public 
sector resources. 

Under this pro-~ 
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gram, the commi- 


ttee release said . 


the U.S. will con- 
‘tract for and 


finance an agreed- 


upon number of 
operational ex- 
perts to assist 
the Liberian Go- 
vernment in the 
implementation of 
the fiscal reform 
progran. These 
financial experts 
will work with 
senior Liberian 
officials in the 
Ministry of Fi- 
nance, the Nat- 
ional Bank, the 
Bureau of the Bud- 
get, and the Mini- 
stry of Commerce. 
"They will join- 
tly verify that 
financial expendi- 
tures which com- 
form to budget 
specification and 
will institute a 
computerized re- 
cord system of re- 
venue ana expendi- 
ture control. Siy- 
nificant trainin, 
activities will 


accompany the ex- 
perts’ own ef- 
forts,” it said. 
The EFMC further 
said a successful 
multi-year finan- 
cial partnership 
will institu- 
tionalize effect- 
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ive fiscal con- 
trols and thereby 
lay the basis for 
a broad-based eco- 
nomic recovery. 
Such system 
should also re- 
establish the 
level of confi- 
dence required for 
the involvement 
of other donors 
and creditors in 


the recovery 
effort and to both 
retain and attract 
private invest- 
ment. "Liberia's 
significant nat- 
ural resources and 
its robust private 
sector represent 
important sources 
of growth which 
should exert a 
stronger influence 
with a stabilized 
budget." If suc 
cessful, it said, 
this program should 
also arrest the 
declining living 
Standards of our 
people. 

"This will be a 
difficult program 
to carry out. It 
has the Presi- 
dent's fullest 
support and endor- 
sement, and we are 
therefore optimfis- 
tic that it will 
succeed," the re- 
port concluded. 
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LINSU SPOKESMAN ON UNION'S ORGANIZATION, POSITIONS 


Monrovia DAILY STAR in English 5, 6 Mar 87 


[Interview with D. Dougbeh Nyan, Deputy Secretary of the Liberian National 
Students Union, by Tana Wolokolie; date and place not specified] 


[5 Mar 87 pp 5, 7] 


[Text ] 


QUES: Mr. Deputy Secretary, may I 
first of all ask just what exactly is 
LINSU? 

AMS: Well, LINSU isa the acronym of 
the Liberia National Students Union, 
a union that was given birth to by an 
.Act of the National Legislature of Li- 
beria on January 25, 1957. Of course 
let me hasten to add that this was in 
no way an act of benevolence on the 
_part of the National Legislature as- 
_sembled; the birth of this union was 
indeed a unique outcome of the efforts 
and struggle of student democratic 
forces in the country. At the time of 
its inception, it included students at 
the University of Liberia and the Cut- 
tington University College (then Cut- 
tington Divinity School). It was a 
‘struggle launched by our founding fa- 
thers in accordance with our guaran- 
teed rights to independent association 
as embodied in the organic law of the 
land. LINSU is the sole and authentic 
representative and foremost organizer 
of students across the face of the 
country. It champions, defends, pro- 
tects and promotes the rights, inter- 
ests and aspirations of students in 
their academic. and life pursuits. 

In short, LINSU is an organized ex- 
pression of the genuine aspiration of 
students for democratic education, 
peace and social progress. 


QUES: LINSU is now thirty (30) years 

old. Can you in brief enumerate what 
her achievements have been over the 
years? 

ANS: Well, as you know, Nkrumah ‘once 
said, "Don't judge your people by the 
heights they have reached but by the 
depth from which they; have come.” 
Proceeding from this dictum, we say 
boldly that the path has not been rosy 
for LINSU; it has been very painstaki- 
ing and one of veritable hardship and 
unde ccakings. This path had been twi- 
sted and rendered crooked by the sche- 
matic designs of forces not just anti- 
students, but anti-people as well. And 
look, not just is the path we walk 
made crooked, but rabid attempts have 
also been concocted to twist our very 
efforts away from the objectives we 
proclaim for the good of the student 
community. 

Notwithstanding, however, we can 
boastfully poinc to what we cherish as 
lotty achievements in the bitter his- 
tory of LINSU. The very formation of 
LINSU in itself is an achievement in 
the life of the students of this coun- 
try. Years following, LINSU establi- 
shed a school - the Student Union In- 
stitute - where a bulk of the under- 
priviledged sons: and daughters of our 
people enrolled to learn. This school 
was up to secondary level. With LINSU 
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they have a potent voice in pursuance 
of their interests. 

The successive efforts of LINSU epi- 
tomised by reorganizing the first Con- 
gress held in April of 1979 constitute 
another landmark in the life of LINSU 
and students of this country.. LINSU 
has created in the students of this 
country the will to initiate self ef- 
forts aimed at defending the interest 
of their people as well as theirs. The 
issue we have tried to emphasize is 
that the existence, just the very ex- 
istence of LINSU, constitutes a signi- 
ficant milestone for us as students. 
Why, I guess you may ponder? 

LINSU stood shoulder-to-shoulder 
with the people of this country in 
1979 to demonstrate their disfavor and 
discontent with the Tolbert regime's 
anti-people policy of increasing the 
price of our staple food - RICE. True 
to its democratic nature and charac- 
ter, LINSU sought cto establish demo~ 
cratic structures and institutions in 
order to enhance and promote the total 
participation of the student majority 
in its working process. 

Before the advent of the 1980 coup 
d'etat, partially successful efforts 
were made in establishing regional or 
county unions and broad administractve 
structures for the advancement of wi- 
der possibilities for broader student _ 
involvement in the activities of LIN~- 
SU. Understandably, this was shortli- 
ved. 

LINSU, after the first C°Ngress, as- 
sumed a definite national democratic 
character. It stru,,led to propagate 
and to assert a true sense of nationa- 
lism, patriotism and democratic vir- 
tues ameng students. It appealed to 
students to descend from their ivory 
towers of academic arrogance and ,.um- 
posity_to the level of identifying 
tieuselves with the cause of selfless 
devotion to the service of the people 
fer national progress. Now, you can 
vividly see the honorable posture as 
adopted by LINSU. 

In the hey days of the 1980 coup, 
precisely on May 5, 1980, students 
from around the country converged on 
the grounds of the Executive Mansion. 
Led by LINSU, a package wus presented 
to the erstwhile People's Redemption 
Council, for its consideration. That 
document speaks for itself. 





Today, we sre proud to say thatLIN- 
SU has established regional member un-. 
ions in nearly all the counties. LINSU 
now has a National Headquarters on 
Camp Johnson Road. Already LINSU ca- 
lendars are now out and seen on walls 
in many homes. I can not go on and on, 
but with pride I can say that these 
are just but the modest achievements 
otf tne Liberia National Students 
Union. 

QUES: There is a phrase on the ca- 
lendar about plans towards the second 
Congress of your union. When is this 
to be held? 

ANS: Actually, this year marks an- 
other significant period in the life 
of LINSU - the year of the second Con- 
gress of LINSU. Before answering your 
question let me first highlight to you 
the significance of this historic 
event. The Congress of LINSU is the 
highest decision making forum of the 


.UNion-end determines the general poli- 


cies, programmes and guidelines for 
the union's functioning activities. At 


‘this forum, student delegates from 


their various institutions and organi- 
zations or unions assemble to review 
the work of the union over the past 
years, deliberate on matters of rele- 
vance to the union's progressive ad- 
vancement, democratically elect new 
leadership of the union and chart a 
new course for the wholesome function- 
ing of the-union. So you can see that 
this is the major election year for 

students all over this country. 
~The Interim National Secretariat 
presently responsible to conduct the 
day-to-day affairs of the union has 
presented a package of proposals to 
the Executive Committee for its consi- 
deration. In this package is uw pro- 
posal to hold -a conyzress in mid-July 
of this year. The final details will 
be worked out and adopted by the En - 
larged Interim National Administrative 
Council (EINAC). aot 7 

UES: You earlier talked about LINSU 
holding a national congress this year. 
Can you say what preparations you are 
making for the holding of said cong- 
gress? And where do you intend to hold 
the congress? 

ANS: I am glad you raised this issuc. 
Our congress is to be held this year. 
At this momen every 
material and energy resource is being 
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expended in preparatory activities 
leading to the Congress. We have begun 
to mobilise the needed material, fi- 
jnancial, and spiritual requirements 
for the launching of a successful cuon—- 
gress. 

Indeed, several steps have been and 
are being taken. Our focus has been 
firstly -tu. create the necessary awa- 
reness among the students about the 
congress in order to cncuoura,e their . 
participation as this is within the 
framework of their organizational res-~- 
ponsibility and rights. In this regard 
we have embarked on launching a series 
of functional events and ‘activities 
leading to the next Congress. Already, 
we have stated our successful efforts 
at creating regional unions tn almost 
all of the 13 counties’ sume of which 
are the Students Union of on, - SUB, 
Margibi Students Union-MASU, Students 
Union of Nimba-SUN, Cape Mount Stu- 
dents Union-CAMSU, Bomi Students Un- 
ion-BOMSU, Grand Gedeh Students Union 

GGESU, Students Union of Montserrado- 
SUM, amongst others. 

Secondly, a program of events has 
been drawn up wid adopted by the Inte- 
rim Executive Committee defining pre- 
paratory activities and events towards 
the con,ress, Perhaps it is necessary 
to catalogue a few of such activities: 

The month of March has been launched 
as the Merrh of Albert Porte, in re- 
membrance of the immortal ideals and 
contributions he made to the struggle 
for national democratic transforma- 
tion. 


The Month of April has been marked. 


as the National Reunion and Peace Fes- 


[6 Mar 87 p 5] 


Ques: Recently the National Legisla- 
ture passed a joint resolution 
revoking the articles of amend- 
ment. of the National Union of 
Liberian Teachers (NULT), hence 
debarring her from operation. 
What is LINSU's view on the 
ban? And do you envision a ban 
on your organization -ulso?: 

ANS: Notat all. Why should we envi- 
sion a ban? What is the logic 
behind your question? Are you 
suggesting that with the ban 


tival of yOuth- and students. Already, 
a National Festival Preparatory Com- 
mittee (NFPC) has been set up to un-~- 
dertake preparatory functions for hol- 
ding the festival. Let me just add 

that this committee is not only limi- 
ted to students and youth groups and 
their organizations, buf also other 
national yrofessional or,anizations 
such as the Press Union of Liberia, 
Liberia Association of Writers, Union 
of Liberian Artists. etc. | 


The month of May will be marked by 
the holding of leadership training 
workshops and the convening of mini- 
congresses within the counties. These 
are among the basic activities to be 
undertaken. 

As we undertake these planning ef- 
forts, we have received an invitation 
from the Student PUGWASH USA Interna-~ 
tional Students Conference to attend 
its Fifth Conference to be held at 
Standford University, Palto Alto, Ca- 
lifornia, USA. The thrust of this con- 
ference is to draw together students 
otf graduate and undergraduate statu- 
ses, and professional students of all 
disciplines to delibebrate on relevant 
scientific, technological, and en- 
vironmental problems. Topics to be 
discussed tnclude: SCIENCE AND TECHNO- 
LOGY IN THE MEDIAS WATER, POLITICS, 
POLUTION AND SUPPLY; NUCLEAR PROLIFERA- 
TION AND THE INTERNATIONAL CONTROL OF 
ATOMIC ENERGY, amongst others. LINSU 
takes keen interest in this conference 
and all attempts are been made to ho- 


nor the invitation through gur parti- 
cipation. ‘TO BE CONTINUED 





of NULT, LINSU follows next? 
Well, we have no reason, not 
even an iota, to perceive of a 
ban or any design with any le- 
gal coloration to revoke or 
nullify the Legislative Enact- 
ment that brought us into being 
as a legal institution. If 
anything of such nature is 
being calculated we think it to 
be illegal and unconstitutional 
and therefore such design will 
be met with our full resistance. 
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QUES: 


ANS: 


We are convinced that the stu- 
dents of this country are pre- 
pared to resist such ban with 
all their might and courage. 
And I think this position must 
be underscored that we will 
surely stand up in defence of 
our constitutional rights. 

In response to your first 
que_~*on, we view with interest 
the decis. n of the National 
Legislature to ban NULT. we 
are of the opinion that, given 
the organizational dynamics, it 
is the teachers in this country 
that can rightly decide what 
to do relative to the ban. But 
let me just say that NULT, if 
I should call them that name, 
has aow taken a decision on the 
matter. Just two days ago, 
LINSU was invited to a NULT 
meeting at which time they dis- 
cussed with us developments re- 
lative to the ban. They 
acknowledged us with a decision 
to agree to operate under their 
original name - the National 
Teachers Association of Liberia 
(NTAL). This is, as we under- 
stand, the assumption of the 
Legislature. We want to say 
here that we appreciate the de- 
cision of the teachers. We 
hold that the right for an in- 
dependent organization to indi- 
vidual citizens and pro- 
fessional groups such as tea~ 
chers, cannot be over-emphasi- 
zed. It is only hoped that 
calculated attempts are not 
being made to ctrangulate and 
paralyze and hence render voi- 
celess the teachers of this 
country. This we think will 
in no way be in the interest 
of the people, teachers and 
students of this country. 

What is LINSU's positionon the 
recent decision of government 
to impose tuition on public 
school students? 

LINSU views this question with 
the most urgent concern. It 
certainly constitutes one of 
the pressing items on our agen~ 
da now. Already, we have re- 
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ceiveuw scores of delegates from 
regional member unions express- 
ing concern over this matter. 
It is important to indicate 
that as a consequence of our 
concern, the Interim National 
Executive Committee has taken 
some preliminary steps in en- 
suring that this decision is 
not enforced. 

One of such steps is that we 
have communicated with and ex- 
pressed our views to the Mini- 
ster of Education. While the 
winister has not shown convin- 
cing interest in discussing 
this matter face-to-face with 
us, we are determined to exhaust 
all possible avenues. 

On the other hand, we have 
met and have had intensive frank 
discussions with the Senate 
Standing Committee on Education. 
Our position has been crystal 
clear on this matter. As ycu 
may know, the committee has 
promised to get back to us. 
However, we are happy to note 


‘that the decision to impuse 


tuition is being resented not 
only by students, but also 
their poor parents who are 
totally unprepared to bear such 
additional burden, given the 
national economic squeeze. 

We must make it clear that 
Our opposition to the imposi- 
tion of tuition is grounded on 
the fact that education in our 
country must be given increas- 
ing priority. This means that 
education must be financially 
supported by the government of 
this country. Sesides that, 
given the persistent economic 
hardship in which the parents 
of this country find them- 
selves, it is unrealistic that 
they can afford any further 
frustration imposed on them. 

But all that is happening in 
our country today only shows 

that education is at a criti- 
cal crossroads needless to say, 
University education is becom- 
ing unbearably, unreasonably ex- 
pensive. 





Already, there is an imminent 
100% tuition increase at the 
University of Liberia. This, 
too, has claimed our attention 
and we have accordingly met 
with the University authurities. 
The implications of the problem 
with the public schools and the 
University of Liberia are very 
clear. Thus, we call on all 
Liberians to add their voices 
to the cries of their brothers 
and sisters in the student 
community in opposing and re- 
sisting any imposition and/or 
increase in tuition. 
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PARASTATAL MANAGERS ON IMPROVEMENT STRATEGIES 
Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 20 Mar 87 pp 12, 19 


[Article by S. Vaanii Paasewe ITI] 


[Text ] Im the last twelve months, the role of public corpora- 
tions and their overall performance and impact on the na- 
tional economy has been a subject of much debate. In 
both government and private circles, it has been argued 
that the overall performance of the sixteen public cor- 
porations hus been poor and that they have consumed too 
much public subsidies. 


It has teen observed for the privatization 


also that the viability of drive. But while the 


these public corporations 
in the future will depend 
largely on sound manage- 
ment of their financial 
resources and the obser- 
vance of austerity 
measures which may not 
be compatible with liberal 
budgetary traditions 
within public corpora- 
tions. 

Others have suggested 
that to remove the burden 
of subsidies on govern- 
ment in the operations of 
these parastatals and in 
order to ensure efficiency, 
public corporations 
should be fully or partial- 
ly privatized. 

Although this sugges- 
tion has implications for 
the managerial efficiency 
of public corporations, 
some of the managements 
have come in full support 


details of the privatization 
scheme are still being for- 
mulated, some of the 
public corporations have 
been reordering their 
priorities and have shown 
much improvement in the 
last twelve months. 

What are the strategies 
of these corporations? 
What are some of their 
problems and prospects? 
To find out, the Daily 
Observer put these ques- 
tions to the various 


management. 
L WSC 


Since the inception of 
the new management 
under Mr. Peter K. 
Bimah, Liberia Water and 
Sewer Corporation 
{LWSC) has seen a sharp 
improvement in its service 
to the public and at the 
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same time the corporation 
has come a long way from 


near collapse to greater 
financial efficiency. 


For once, the corpora- 
tion has been able to 
operate in the last twelve 
months without salary ar- 
rears for employees and 
without government sub- 
sidies. The overall opera- 
tional cost of the corpora- 
tion has fallen sharply and 
LWSC checks are now ac- 
ceptable to local and 
foreign suppliers. 

All these have been 
possible in a short time 
because the new manage- 
ment recognises that 
viability of any enterprise 
depends on sound finan- 
cial management and 
honesty. The Act creating 
the corporation chartered 
it to operated profitably 
in providing water for 








rural and urban areas. 
This. cannot be achieved 
unless it generates ade- 
quate revenue. 

The operation must 
therefore cut down losses, 
Operational cost and en- 
sure the efficient collec- 
tions of bills. This is what 
the corporation has been 
doing. As a result, 
LWSC’s major interna- 
tional financiers have 
developed confidence in 
the corporation. In this 
regard the LWSC and the 
World Bank signed a loan 
agreement in October 
1986 on which the cor- 
poration is now drawing; 
pipes and fittings are also 
to be supplied under the 
new arrangement. 

The corporation, 
nonetheless, could be 
much more viable had 
there not been recurrent 
problems. The main pro- 
blem confronting this cor- 
poration is the over 5,000 
illegal connections hook- 
ed to the corporation, ac- 
counting for 40 per cent 
loss in water. 

There are also the huge 
arrears which government 
and other major con- 
sumers owe the corpora- 
tion. The outstanding 
amount is over 35m 
dollars and is backdated 
to 1975. Some of these ar- 
rears may not be 
recovered because some 
of the customers are no 
more or the structures 
through which the debts 
were incurred are also no 
more. 
~ Further losses are incur- 
red through faulty plumb- 
ing. Customers normally 
buy their plumbing 
materials from dealers 
who sell sub-standard 


wares. As a result, the 
water system has ex- 
perienced leaks which 
hamper water production. 
In this regard, the cor- 
poration has plans to sub- 
mit a recommendation for 
the passing of a plumbing 
code which will ensure 
that materials used are not 
sub-standard, especially 
in government construc- 
tions. 

To ensure that the best 
materials are available, 
the LWSC may be given a 
hand in the implementa- 
tion of the plumbing code 
as the corporation has 
great and rich experience 
in plumbing. 

On the ongoing 
privatization drive of 
parastatals, the manage- 
ment of LWSC is fully in 
agreement with the policy. 
Observing that most cor- 
porations are run on 
foreign loans and 
assistance, the manage- 
ment believes that govern- 
ment should not have 
monopoly on the appoint- 
ment of management per- 
sonnel to these 
parastatals. 

LEC 


According to the 
records provided by the 
public relations depart- 
ment of this corporation, 
LEC has in the last year 
been able to carry out its 
mandate of providing 
electricity for Monrovia 
and its environs, thereby 
enriching the lives of over 
100,000 families. At pre- 
sent the system has over 
3,000 meters representing 
legal customers using the 
power generated by LEC. 

LEC has been able to 
provide the necessary 
power for the country 


through the rehabilitation 
of its plants, including the 
Mount Coffee Hydro, 
and its Luke plant units. 
The corporation presently 
generates 170MW but 
uses about 60MW for 
Monrovia and parts adja- 
cent. 

Besides, the corpora- 
tion also generates nearly 
13MW of power for out 
stations in the rural area. 

Despite this bright 
outlook the corporation 
has still had to supple- 
ment its operational costs 
with government subsidies 
because of the numerous 
problems confronting the 
system. In the last twelve 
months the corporation 
has had to cope with a 
system loss of over $3m 
due primarily to power 
theft, failure of customer. 
to pay their bills regularly 
and through system in- 
terference. 

There are over 1,500 il- 
legal connections hoked 
to the corporations lines. 
failure of customers to 
account for nearly 35 per 
cent of loss in intake. 

Another 15 per cent 
loss is experienced 
through the direct in- 
terference in the system by 
unscrupulous employees 
businesses and _  in- 
dividuals. 

Government agencies 
too have contributed to 
the problem by not paying 
their bills regularly. This 
is what has made the 
burden of subsidies from 
government heavier. 

To minimize or stem 
loss, the management has 
approved a new block 
mapping project aimed at 











identifying illegal services 
for subsequent disconnec- 
tion and possible repri- 
mand where nevessary. 

At the same time 
customers are being en- 
couraged to pay their bills 
and to avoid quack 
technicians in wiring their 
structures. On system in- 
terference, the manage- 
ment has also been ap- 
pealing to the public not 
to engage in any act which 
will hamper the smooth 
functioning of the cor- 
poration. 

These problems aside, 
the LEC has been able to 
maintain nearly 1,500 
employees and its trade 
with external organiza- 
tions or suppliers is cur- 
rent. 


LPMC 
The Liberia Produce 


Marketing Corporation. 


(LPMC) historically had a 
monopoly on the pur- 
chase of coffee and cocoa 
for export. As such it has 
served as the main pur- 
chasing and marketing 
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agency of these 
agricultural crops which 
account for a substantial 
percentage of our export 
earnings. 

However, since 1986 
the number of approved 
buyers has expanded and 
private firms have been 
authorized to purchase 
and export these com- 
modities. 

Accordingly, the pro- 
jected sales/exports for 
the twelve months ending 
March, 1986 is 10,681 
metric tons of coffee (as 
compared to 5,134 metric 
tons the preceding year). 
This year’s export may in- 
crease as the quota award- 
ed Liberia by the Interna- 
tional Coffee Organiza- 
tion, of which Liberia is a 
member, was suspended 
in February 1986. 

Local farmers are being 
encouraged to increase 
production of high grade 
commodity. Incentive for 
such has been provided in 
the form of regular reiease 
about the price structures 
on the world market. 


59 





In addition, LPMC 
sells rice for local con- 
sumption, while at the 
same time, the corpora- 
tion acts as government 
agent for the importation 
of rice. This role may in- 
crease as Government’s 
Green Revolution policy 
takes root. 

The main problem 
which the corporation has 
had to persistently deal 
with is the fluctuating 
price system on the world 
market. The management 
has been an active partici- 
pant at internatical con- 
ferences aimed at 
estalishing acceptable 
prices for agricultural ex- 
port crops. 

Another problem is 
related to upgrading the 
varieties of coffee and 
cocoa and the processing 
of storage facilities. In 
this regard, the corpora- 
tion has established 
storage and processing 
facilities in at least two 
producer regions. 


TAX REVENUE COLLECTION SCHEME LAUNCHED 


Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 6 Apr 87 p 12 


[Text ] 
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The Real Estate Tax Divi- 
sion of the Ministry of 
Finance is launching a 
nation-wide real estate (tax 
enforcement and assessment 
campaign in an effort to 
boost government revenues. 

Mr. Cooper W. Kruah , Deputy 
Commissamer tor Real Estate 
Tax Division, disclosed this Fri- 
day at the Finance Ministry, when 
he briefed tax officers who would 
carry out the exercise. 

To make the campaign suc- 
cesstul, Mr. Kruah said a one-day 
symposium on real estate tax col- 
lection will be heid simultaneous- 
ly in the vanous counties on 
Wednesday, April 8, 1987. The 
purpose of the symposium is to 
provide adequate public educa- 
tion on real estate tax collection. 

While in the counties, the tax 
tcuins would work with their local 


counterparts to identify all real 

«properties that tall within the real 
estate category, make 
assessments, prepare bills and en- 
force actual collection. 

The campaign, which officially 
begins on March 9, 1987, will last 
for two weeks, Mr. Kruah said, 
adding that the period would be 
extended if the need arises. 


Mr. Kruah also said the exer- 
cise would enable the teams to 
prepare a master tax roll for each 
county which, he noted, is very 
necessary for effective tax collec- 
tion. 


This latest tax entorcement 
campaign comes in the wake of 
reports that there is a serious 
decline in revenue collection. Ac- 
cording to the Finance Ministry’s 
1986 report, actual revenue col- 
lecuon last year registered at 
$172m, the lowest in five vears. 
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AHMADIYYA MUSLIM LEADER ON ECONOMIC RECOVERY ASSISTANCE 


Monrovia THE MIRROR in English 7 Apr 87 pp 1, 4, 8 


[Text ] 


The Chief of the 


education and me- 
dical facilities, 





ges pr study 
of religion will 
further 
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Mr. Saqi ., now topics of interest 


based in London, of the Islamic re- 
is the first Ahma- ligion in Liberian 
diyya Missionary newspapers and 
who resided in broadcast media. 
Liberia from 1960- He founded the 
69. He was 2 no- Mission in Liberia 
; and helped to es- 
acmiast OG ae i eS 
known for his re- ools in Largo and 
gular Friday colu- Sanoyea in Cape 
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REPENTANCE MUSLIM LEADER ON PROMOTION OF ISLAM 


Monrovia DAILY STAR in English 23 Feb 87 pp l, 


[Text ] 
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The leader of 
the Repentance 
Muslims in Li- 
beria, Iman Abdul- 
lah Amjad Tunis, 
II, has called 
on Nuslims in the 
country to use 
Islam to educate 
their fellowmen, 
rather than ex- 
ploit them. 

He said the 
teaching of Islam 
condemns exploita- 
tion, adultery, 
lies and power 
consciousness," 
adding that = any 
Huslim engaying 
in these acts 


would be disobey- 
ing the precepts 
of Islam. 
Delivering his 
sermon at a ccre- 
mony markin, the 
secund auniver= 
sary of the intro- 
duction of the 
Repentance Muslims 


3400/712 


sect in Liberia, 
Imam Tunis _§ said 
unlike Christian 
leaders who engage 
in the education 
of their follo- 
wers, some Islamic 
leaders use _ the 
Muslim religion 
to exploit others. 
He observed that 
although Chris- 
tians and the 
tollowers of Moha- 
nmed landed on the 
Liberian soil at 
the same time, 
Islamic leaders 
have not made any 
cffort to educate 
‘uslims and pro- 
mote the Islamic 
faith in Liberia. 
He said it is 
time that Muslims 
get together to 
promote Islam in 
Liberia, adding, 
"Our neglected 
brothers who have 
been educated by 
Christians cannot 
come back to us 


due to our own 
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failure to accept 


. them." 


He admonished 
Muslims to do away 
with criminal 
activities and 
adultery, which 
he said were great 
sins in the sight 
of Allah. 

He said althou::h 
the Kepentance Mu- 
slims were being 
tortured for their 
belief, “We thank 
our enemies whose 
plots and lies 
have helped to 
improve our know- 
ledge and under- 
standing." 


Meanwhile, Imam 
Tunnis has expres- 
sed gratitude to 
the President of 
Liberia Dr. Samuel 
Kanyon Doe, for 


‘allowing the Re- 


pentance Muslims 
to operate in the 
country. 








LAWYERS CONCERNED OVER DISMISSAL, 


REDUNDANCY WAVE 


Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 2 Mar 87 pp 


[Text ] 


/13046 
CSO: 


3400/675 


[wo prominent members 
of the Liberian National Bar 
Association have decried the 
current wave of illegal 
dismissals, redundancies and 
retrenchments in the country. 

Counsellors Winston Tub- 
man and Philip A.Z. Banks 
raised the concern Friday at 
the first quarterly assembly 
of the National Bar Associa- 
tion held in the Supreme 
Court chambers at the Tem- 
ple of Justice. 

Discussing the topic 
‘*Some Problems Of Labour 
Relatiing, to Redundancy 
And The Retrenchment Of 
Workers’’, the counsellors in 
separate statements observed 
that in recent times, workers 
were being retrenched 
without prior notice. 

They said in this 
‘*downward sloping 
economy’’ of ours, it is befit- 


ting that the Labor Ministry. 


counter-checks ‘‘manage- 
ment and worker relations’’ 


1, 10 


to determine where new 
legislations could be made to 
protect the rights of the 
worker. 

They observed that in- 
vestors were leaving the 
country, more than ever 
before, adding that as a 
result of this, labor problems 
were increasing. They, 
therefore, recommended that 
Statutes concerning redun- 
dancy should be improved. 

The two counsellors have, 
meanwhile, appealed to the 
business community to help 
the national government with 
its foreign exchange pro- 
blems in order to boost the 
economy. 

Also discussing the topic 
**Paper On Marriage’’, 
Counsellor Pearl Brown-Bull 
called for the separation of 


‘civil and customary mar- 


riages, adding that law 


makers should not meddle 
with the laws concerning the 
two marriages. — LINA 
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ECOM CHAIRMAN ON RESCHEDULING OF CHIEFTANCY ELECTIONS 


Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 17 Mar 87 p 8 


[Text ] 
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The general 
chieftaincy elec- 
tion which was 
scheduled for 
March 28, 1987, 
has been 
rescheduled for 
June 14, 1987, 
ECOM Chairman 
Randolph has 
announced. 

He tolda news conference 
on Friday that because of the 
extension, March 30, has 
been set as the deadline for 
the submission of applica- 
tions, and that on May 15, 
duly qualified- candidates 
would be declared to contest 
the election. He added that 
campaign would also be 
declared officially opened 
immediately thereafter. 

Under the cancelled time- 
table, January 15, 1987 was 
set as the deadline for the 
submission of applications, 
while the official opening of 
campaign should have 
started February 25, 1987. 


3400/702 


Speaking at the Commis- 
sion’s headquarters in 
Monrovia, Chairman Ran- 
dolph said after a nation- 
wide tour and a careful study 
of the electoral process, the 
Commission was convinced 
that all requirements to over- 
come some of the problems 
confronting the process have 
not been met. 

‘There are still no can- 
didates for chieftaincy posi- 
tions in some areas; dubious 
means employed by some 
candidates to defeat the 
corrected; our people are not 
fully adjusted to the new 
changes adopted and are not 
adequately educated to the 
various methods and orienta- 
tion which would positively 
cultivate their political 
minds,’ Mr. Randolph said. 

He added: ‘‘They need 
time to understand and ac- 
cept the various methods 
designed to replace their head 
counts system.’’ 

Chairman Randolph said 
the chieftaincy election was 
rescheduled for these and 
many other reasons. 
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GENERAL GLAY CAUTIONS MEDIA ON 


Monrovia DAILY STAR in English 


[Text ] 
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The Senior Aid- 
de’ Camp to the 
President of Li- 
beria, B/Gen. 
Alfred T. Glay, 
has advised the 
Liberian press to 
maintain 
and factual repor- 
ting to avoid con- 
fusion in the so- 
ciety. 

' He said as 
“watch dogs" of 
the society, the 
press must always 
report on only 
what is true and 
proveable. 

General Glay 
sounded the warn- 
ing over the week- 
end in an inter- 
view with the 
DAILY STAR in Mon- 
rovia following 
a news report that 
he flogged referee 
Clay Gibson at the 
Antoinette Tubman 
Stadium after the 
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balanced 


REPORTING 


3 Mar 87 ppl, 7 


Grand Gedeh-River- 
cess’ football 
match in the cur- 


rent county league. 


He said such 
news report was 


designed to dis- 
credit his inter- 
grity as well as 
tO create panic, 


confusion and mis- | 


understanding 
among the Liberian 
citizens. 

He said that the 
respansibility of 
the press in any 
nation should be 
to help government 
in promulgating 
deve lopment pio- 
grams. 

He then stressed 
the need for the 
formulation of 
programs and acti- 
vities that would! 
awaken the cvon- 
sciousness’ of ie 
journalism profes- 
sion in the cuuii- 
try. 
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GENERAL CRAIG COMMISSIONS OFFICERS 


Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 31 Mar 87 p 3 


[Text ] 
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Officers of the Armed 
Forces of Liberia have been 
urged to do those things that 
will bring credit to the 
military organization. 


The urge was made by t he 


Armed Forces Director of 
Statt, Brigadier General 
Moses Craw, when he .om- 
missioned three army otlicers 
to various ranks, a Delense 
Ministry release disclosed. 
General Craw told the ot- 
ficers that personnel selected 
within the ALL lor promo- 
tion shows that thes have 


3400/709 


shown sense of responsibility 
und diliwence. 

He said that ““being com- 
mussioned does not Mean vou 
should stop) your ood 
work'’, because he added, 
“there are others that will be 
watchine vou to emulate 
your toud cxamole. 

Lhose commissioned were, 
Ficutenamt Colonel J. Larky 


Pearson, Artillery Advisor, ° 


Akl as Colonel: Major 
David (. Nimley, Com- 
mander, Filth Battalion, as 
bicutenant Colonel; and 
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Cuptuin Amos Y. | ombaye, 
Assistant Adjutant General, 
AFL. as Major. 

Responding on behalf of 
himself and tclicw honorees, 
Colonel Pearson asked 
General Craig to convey their 
thanks and appreciation to 
the Commandcr-in-Chief, 
Dr. Samuel K. Doe; the 
Minister of Defense, General: 
Allison, and Lt/Gen. Henry 
S. Dubar, for the confidence 
reposed in them. 

They promised to remain 
loyal and patriotic soldiers. 











DUBAR ON ROLE OF ARMY UNDER CIVILIAN RULE 


Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 15 Apr 87 p 5 


LIBERIA 


[Interview with Lt Gen Henry S. Dubar, Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces of 


Liberia, by Mlanju Reeves; Apr 87; place unknown] 


[Text ] 


Q: The role of the 
military in times of war is 
clear. But there has been a 
lot of dispute over what 
that role should be in 
times of peace. In a nut- 
shell, could you outline 
the peacetime program of 
the Liberian army? 

A: During peacetimes, 
we prepare for war. This 
is the primary role of the 
army — to defend, pro- 
tect, uphold, ane 
safeguard the sovereignty 
of the country...So every- 
day training is our basic 
objective. But in the case 
of the Liberian army, we 
do both training — 
preparing for war — and 
at the same time do civil 
works such as agricultural 
projects, building bridges, 
etc. 

Q: The return to the 
barracks: Politically we 
have returned to civilian 
rule and it. was thought 
this would be accom- 
panied by a physical 

return of all military per- 
sonnel to the barracks. 


One year after civilian 
rule, we still see soldiers 
roaming about with arms. 
Could you explain the 
reason for this? 

A: Im my _ understan- 
ding, which I think 
everybody will share my 
view, the return of the 
military to (the) barracks 
simply means we have 
relinquished power to 
civilians, We aiy 0 Mure 


in authority...We are sub- 
ject to civilian authority. 
But our objective is to 
protect, defend and 
uphold the sovereignty of 
this country. Now our du- 
ty is to protect govern- 
ment properties — 
government ministries 
(and other buildings) such 
as (the Mirtry of) 
Finance, (the Liberia) 
Telecommunications 
(Corporation), (The 
Liberia Broadcasting 
System) Radio stations, 
and Information 
(Ministry). So if you see a 
soldier, he is assigned to 
the Defense Ministry or he 


is assigned to (the Barclay 
Training Center) BTC, or 
the (Executive) 
Mansion...or to protect 
Legislators at the Capitol 
Building. And so every 
soldier you see in town is 
not loitering. They are 
assigned and performing 
duties...But they do not 
have power to judge (civil) 
cases Or to open courts for 
themselves 

Q: It is said that Liberia 
has a military strength of 
about 6,000 men. Can we 
expect a growth in the 
short-run? How will this 
affect the military budget 
of the nation? 

A: Well, I cannot com- 
ment on that (first part of 
your question). No man 
in this world wants to re- 
main as he is. Everybody 
wants to improve. So as 
the economic situation of 
the country improves, we 
want to improve the army 
also. 
Q: President Samuel 
Kanyon Doe is a man who 
comes from a_ military 





background. What is the 
present state of relations 
between the army and 
him? 

A: President Doe is a 
product of the Defense 
Ministry of which we are 
proud--for a soldier to 
become president of the 
nation. At the same time 
he is the commander (in 
chief). By virtue of the 
constitution of this coun- 
try, once you are Presi- 
dent, you are also the 
Commander-in-Chief and 
so...the relationship bet- 
ween him and the army is 
in the superlative degree. 

Q: What in your opi- 
_nion is the role of the ar- 
my in civilian politics and 
how does this role differ 
from that of an era of 
military government? 

A: VWéll, in a military 
government, we make 
decisions, and the Head 
of State and Commander- 
in-Chief, together with 
military ranking officers, 
makes decisions. In 
civilian government, we 
do not participate in the 
decision-making. We only 
implement decisions 
which are given to the 
Defense Ministry. Now 
our role in civilian rule: 
We are now engaging in 
agriculture works, civil 


works and not only 


military training... 

Q: A_ Non-aggression 
Pact has been signed 
among Liberia, Guinea 
and Sierra Leone. What 
can Liberia expect fronr 
this pact and to what ex- 
tent is the Liberian 
military involved in it? 

A: Well, we expect a lot 
of things. If the Non- 
aggression Treaty had 


been in effect, the abor- 
tive invasion tof 
November 12, 1985) 
would not have happened 
as it would not have en- 
couraged dissidents to 
stay in One country and 
plan (an invasion) against 
another. That is one 
aspect of it. Regarding the 
attempted coup in Sierra 
Leone, at the moment, if 
those implicated are try- 
ing to run to come to 
Liberia or if they are 
already in Liberia by way 
of jumping the border, 


they would definitely be 


apprehended and sent 
back to (President) 
Momoh to be prosecuted. 
We will not allow 
dissidents to use our 
grounds to plan’ against 
countries (which have 
signed the Non-aggression 
Treaty). Regarding what 
happened in Sierra Leone, 
if it were an invasion, we 
would have sent troops to 
protect (President) 
Momoh. But it was inter- 
nal; we had no business to. 
interfere. 

Q: As a general in the 


Liberian army. how do 


you normally react to 
news and rumors of coups 
and countercoups in 
Africa? 

A: Well, as a leader, 
you should say. As 
leaders, we should not 
over react to rumors. We 
should not be excited by 
situations. If there is a 
rumor, make sure you get 
that information, assess 
and evaluate it, and if you 
derive a positive answer, 
you react. So I don’t over 
react. Like the situation in 
Sierra Leone, all | did was 
to have a conference wih 
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my top military officials 
to further protect our 
borders, so that dissidents 
will not come across. This 
is not something to get ex- 
cited about. It just re- 
quires proper planning. 

Q: It has been confirm- 
ed that Liberia has receiv- 
ed weapons from socialist 
Romania. Does this in any 
way imply that further 
military assistance from 
the Eastern Bloc or 
Socialist countries will be 
weicomed by Liberia? 

A: Liberia is a 
sovereign country. She 
has the right to purchase 
arms from any country. 
And so I don’t see any 
problem. Our purchasing 
arms from Romania does 
not mean a political turn. 

Q: Liberia has had a 
military treaty with the 
United States which 
debars the government in 
Monrovia from entering 
into a military agreement 
with any other state 
without the consent of 
Washington. Is this ac- 
cord still im effect? 

A: The defense treaty 

between the United States 
and Liberia is still in ex- 
istence. In fact it has fur- 
ther been improved. 
Originally, it was 
(renewable every) three 
years...now we have rais- 
ed it up from three to 10 
years. 
Q: Liberian-Israeli ties 
have grown close in 
several areas including the 
security field. Does this 
signal that there could be 
military advisors in 
Liberia other than the 
Americans? 

A: No. Only the U.S. 
military advisors assigned 
to the Defense Ministry. 
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Q: How old is the 
Liberian army? How did 
it start and what in your 
view is its present status? 

A: he Liberian army 
or frontier force, as it was 
first called, was establish- 
ed in 1908 as a con- 


‘stabulary force merely to 


collect revenue and guard 
(the nation’s) borders 
against neighboring coun- 
tries. It was merely a 
ceremonial type of army 
— to receive dignitaries, 
bury government officials 
and other dignitaries in- 
cluding octogenarians. 
Now the Liberian army is 
a fighting army 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


UN HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES VISITS TETE 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 6 Apr 87 p 1 


[Text] United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Jean-Pierre Hocke 
yesterday went to the province of Tete where he observed the situation of 
displaced persons in that part of the country; these people had fled from 
the destabilization operations and from natural disasters. 


In the evening, Foreign Affairs Minister Pascoal Mocumbi gave a dinner in 
the commissioner's honor which was attended by other members of the 
country's government. 


In his address, Pascoal Mocumbi welcomed the fast response from the United 
Nations high commissioner for refugees in an effort to familiarize himself 
with the situation of displaced persons in Mozambique. 


The chief diplomat said that the problem of the displaced persons is beyond 
the capacities of Mozambique which will continue to make every effort so 
that these people may as quickly as possible resume production for their own 
subsistence and for the market. 


Minister Mocumbi once again blamed the destabilization promoted from the 
outside against Mozambique as the fundamental cause leading to the existence 
of a large number of refugees. 


Jean-Pierre Hocke in turn said that the fast response to the invitation from 
the government of Mozambique, through the foreign affairs minister, to visit 
Mozambique, reveals the interest and concern of the Office of the High 
Commissioner as regards the problem of the displaced persons in Mozambique. 


The United Nations high commissioner said that he views with much apprehen- 
sion the operations carried out by external forces to destroy the effort 
being made by the Mozambican people to build their country. 


Jean-Pierre Hocke also gave assurances that the Office of the High Commis- 
sioner will do everything to help the Mozambican people build and develop 
its land. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


SPORTS COOPERATION AGREEMENT SIGNED WITH BULGARIA 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 24 Mar 87 p 7 


[Text] New areas for increased cooperation in sports between the People's 
Republic of Mozambique and the People's Republic of Bulgaria during 1987 and 
1988 were agreed on yesterday in Maputo. The arrangement will include 
formation of teams, exchanges of individuals and information, material 
assistance, and other aspects. The two countries signed the cooperation 
agreement yesterday. It was initialed by Jose Julio de Andrade, State 
Secretary for Physical Education and Sports, and Georgiy Borgov, Ambassador of 
Bulgaria in Maputo. Speaking on the occasion, Ambassador Borgov expressed 
satisfaction with the growth and development of relations between Mozambican 
and Bulgarian athletes. 


The signing ceremony took place yesterday morning at the offices of the State 
Secretariat for Physical Education and Sports and was attended by staff members 
of that agency. Under the terms of the accord, Bulgaria is to give Mozambique 
scholarships for higher education, which was described as being of primary 
importance for the development of our sports because we still need such 
graduates to serve as sports leaders. 


As regards the exchange of delegations, Bulgaria will send Mozambique some 
specialists in handball and swimming to teach training courses for Mozambican 
coaches, as well as track and swimming teams to take part in the celebration of 
the 25 June and 25 September holidays (Independence Day and Mozambican 
Revolution Day, respectively. ) 


The agreement signed yesterday between the State Secretariat for Physical 
Education and Sports in our country and the Central Union for Physical Culture 
and Sports in Bulgaria also calls for exchanges of experiences in organizing 
sports for children, youth, and the general public. It is therefore possible 
that Bulgarian experience in that realm will be used to good advantage. 


Bulgaria will also send our country sports material and equipment for different 
games, especially soccer, basketball, boxing, track, and volleyball. A 
computer to store statistical data on the development of Mozambican sports will 
also be supplied. In addition, it is planned that a Bulgarian coach who has 
worked in Maputo before will soon return to continue the work he started 
concerning a study of the National Sports System. 
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Working to Fulfill the Agreement 


The importance of working to carry out the agreement just signed was stressed 
by Jose Julio de Andrade, State ‘Secretary for Physical Education and Sports, 
because the program will make a major contribution to the development of our 
sports. He noted that the plans are part of the excellent relations that exist 
between our country and Bulgaria, and expressed appreciation for the readiness 
of Bulgarian athletes to support Mozambique. 


In turn, Ambassador Borgov said that the agreement opens up new possibilities 
in the field of athletic cooperation between the two countries and stressed 
that this should help to raise the quality of our sports and lead to better 
mutual understanding between Mozambican and Bulgarian athletes through the 
exchange of delegations. 
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MOZAMB IQUE 


COUNTRY TO PARTICIPATE IN ENGINEERING WORKSHOP IN BRAZIL 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 24 Mar 87 p 1 


[Text] The People's Republic of Mozambique will participate with other 
lusophone countries in the second series of engineering workshops, to be held 
in Rio de Janeiro from 19-25 April, the AIM reports. 


Organized by Clube de Engenharia with backing from the Brazilian Government, 
these workshops are intended to be of mutual benefit, in addition to 
establishing permanent ties of cooperation among engineers in the seven 
countries where Portuguese is the official language. 


Topics such as telecommunications, planning, management and utilization of 
natural resources (water, arable land, forests, and minerals), basic 
sanitation, industry, and development will dominate discussions at the seven- 
day workshop. 


Mateus Schnaider, President of Clube de Engenharia, assured ANGOP that 
representatives of Angola, Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, Portugal, and 
Sao Tome and Principe have already confirmed their plans to attend. A total of 
200 African and Portuguese engineers are expected. 


schnaider said that although this second series of engineering workshops is 
being coordinated by Clube de Engenharia, “the events are actually part of a 
government's foreign policy program. International relations in the areas of 
engineering create strong ties between peoples, based on their needs to improve 
the quality of life,” he stated. 


The president of the engineers’ group maintains that African and Portuguese 
experience in overcoming development problems is highly important for our (the 
Brazilian) engineering sector which "although very advanced in many areas, 
requires the reinforcement and supplementary contributions that exchanges and 
international cooperation can provide.” 


“The opportunities for trade and service contracts that will open up as a 
result of the workshops,” he continued, “should be an important factor in 
participation by Brazilian companies in supporting the event to be held in 
April at the Hotel Gloria in Rio de Janeiro.” 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


SOUTH AFRICAN MUSLIM COMMUNITY SENDS FOOD, MEDICAL AID 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 6 Apr 87 p 2 


[Text] Last weekend, 200 families, considered to be the most disadvantaged 
in terms of financial resources, benefitted from a big gift of daily 
necessities throughout the Mohammedan community of Maputo. The goods were 
distributed free of charge and went to old people, blind persons, widowed 
individuals, and all persons considered to be needy. 


The Mohammedan community of Maputo distributed about 40 tons of daily 
necessities to these families, including rice, sugar, oil, wheat flour, 
powdered milk, canned beans, sardines, condensed milk, and clothing. These 
products have been estimated at a value of 32,000 rands (more than 3 million 
meticals). 


The families who received these benefits were selected in various mosques of 
Maputo, including those in the locality of Catembe. 


These gifts were offered to the community by a humanitarian ordanization 
with headquarters in South Africa, called "Maputo Relief Fund," in coopera- 
tion with the "Pretoria Muslim Trust," a Mohammedan religious organization, 
in South Africa. 


The offer comes in response to an appeal made to these institutions by the 
Mohammedan community of Maputo with the intention of helping some families 
mitigate their food problems, 


The individuals benefitting from this free distribution received 5 kilograms 
of rice, an equal amount of sugar and corn flour, a package of powdered milk 
Which will yield 10 liters of milk, 2.5 kilograms of wheat flour, 2 liters 
of oil, sardines, condensed milk, canned beans, and clothing. 


As we were informed in the Mohammedan community of Maputo, the products were 


offered by a group of persons living in South Africa who follow the Mohamme- 
dan religion. 
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More Contributions 


As we learned from the management of the Mohammedan community of Maputo, its 
South African kin have already made available about 20,000 rands worth of 
medication which will reach the country shortly. 


This community also informed our newspaper that this is not the first 
contribution to needy families who profess that religion. By way of 
example, we were told that the leadership of the community has a list of 200 
families who each month get an amount varying between 2,000 and 3,000 
meticals for their subsistence. 


In broader terms, although the contribution is not the first to reach the 
country from South Africa, it is as a matter of fact the biggest one as of 
now. 


The Mohammedan community of Maputo has been distributing gifts in a rela- 
tively regular fashion to hospital and prison institutions with a view to 
attenuating the effects of the serious economic crisis which the country is 
experiencing and, on the other hand, to enable those institutions to develop 
their activities in an atmosphere of relative security. 


Our source assured us that the Mohammedans of South Africa are now more 
sensitized to the problem of hunger in Mozambique and that they are conse- 
quently more interested in seeing to it that other products will reach 
Mozambique. 


To help in the process of distributing the gifts, two members of the 
community in South Africa went specifically to Maputo where they supervised 
the execution of this job. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


COMMON ENEMY FORCES NEW ERA OF RELATIONS WITH ANGOLA 
Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 7 Mar 86 p 15 


[Text] After having visited other Front Line States--T:nzania, right after 
taking office, and Zambia and Zimbabwe--Mozambique President Joaquim Chissano 
has been in Angola since Thursday, accompanied by Defence Minister Alberto 
Chipande and Foreign Affairs Minister Pascoal Mocumbi. Invited by Jose 

Eduardo dos Santos, the President of Mozambique is initiating a new style of 
relations between the two countries, relations that have been deliberately 

cold despite a "common past" as Portuguese colonies and despite both having 

also endured a common "enemy," the South African regime, which persists in 
providing aid to the rebel movements attempting to undermine the administrations 
of both countries. 


Apart from these two points in common, links to the past and to the present, 
Angola and Mozambique officially speak the same language, Portuguese. but 

have chosen different means of protecting themselves from internal and external 
threats in the first years after independence--independence which, besides, has 
followed completely different processes in the two countries. While the 

regime in Angola survives with the weighty assistance of Cuban troops and 
counselors, Mozambique has always avoided that type of long-term aid, which 
compromises a complete "self determination," but there are indications that 

the fragility of its military defences is making the country increasingly 
vulnerable. So much so, say many international analysts, that it is no longer 
a secret to anyone that the regular forces of Zimbabwe not only protect 
strategic areas (such as the “Beira corridor"), but also take military action 
against specific targets, such as in the case of the recapture of areas 
occupied by the RENAMO rebels. 


In addition to an offer of assistance from Nigeria, which Maputo has not yet 
accepted, it can be verified by the statements of Joaquim Chissano himself that 
Tanzania maintains troops on Mozambican territory, adding its assistance to 
that of Zimbabwe and Zambia. Speaking at a press conference in Harare before 
departing for Luanda on Thursday, Chissano was clear in stating that there 
were Tanzanian troops in Mozambique "to combat RENAMO," a strategy of the 
Front Line States in the decisive battle against apartheid. In President 
Chissano's view, the final battle is being fought in Mozambique. 
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Observers note that implementation of this new relationship between Luanda 

and Maputo implies that the two countries finally perceive that there are 
serious motives for them to join forces, in the sense of resolving the 

problem of the consolidation of the armed groups opposing the regimes installed 
in both countries, despite no similarities having ever been admitted between 
RENAMO and UNITA. 


It is to be remembered that Samora Machel's own counselor, Aquino de Braganca, 
had difficulties establishing contacts in Angola not long ago, when he went 
there on an official mission to try to resolve the differences impeding good 
relations between the MPLA and FRELIMO. 


Besides, all high-level meetings have always taken place under the auspices 
of multilateral relations: the Front Line, the SADCC, the Group of Lusophone 
African Countries. 


It should be added that it has only recently been disclosed in Lisbon that 
during a critical moment for the Angolan regime, 1975 to be exact, Luanda 
authorities transferred $100 million to Maputo, as a precautionary measure 
against fear of an invasion supported by Pretoria, money which has remained 
on deposit at the Bank of Mozambique until such time as it is returned to 
Luanda. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


EDITORIAL CONDEMNS INHUMANITY OF RENAMO LABOR CAMPS 
Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in Portuguese 7 Mar 87 p 5 


[Text] In those regions of Mozambique controlled by RENAMO one finds forced © 
labor camps where many thousands of persons are being held. This fact, 
obtained by the correspondant for THE TIMES, is not surprising; the intricate 
(and inhuman) mechanisms which go hand in hand with acts of war or guerrilla 
warfare are too well known for this to be considered news. Still, the story 
appearing in the London daily contributes, in a certain way, to a better 
understanding of the situation in Mozambique. A bit of reflection, even if 
superficial and brief, will permit one to draw certain instructive conclusions. 


The existence of labor camps, where innocent and defenseless civilians are 
held by force, is a flagrant violativn of human rights, and therefore morally 
contemptible. There can be no doubt that this is occurring: there is proof. 
But actions of this sort are even today common across vast regions of the 
world, particularly in Africa: Apartheid furnishes us a poignant, though not 
unique example. Besides, such oft-cited cases as Idi Amin or "Emperor" 
Bokassa do not in fact belong to a remote and forgotten past. The world has 
witnessed many other similar, if not greater crimes. 


However, RENAMO's camps deserve special attention on the part of the Portuguese, 
for whom Mozambique is not just any country. There are special bonds; we have 
countrymen working in Mozambique; the kidnappings of Portuguese citizens 
practiced by RENAMO are now numerous, yet the group has spokespersons in 
Portugal. All these factors call for a clear and definitive reevaluation of 
RENAMO. It should be added that, even if it is true that the FRELIMO regime 
itself is not free of guilt in terms of human rights violations, any immoral 

act should be judged according to a specific measure, a scale of values--and 

in that sense, the behavior of the rebels acquires particular significance. 


It shows, in effect, the true face of RENAMO. This movement assumes the role 
of liberator--which is, as we know, a common denominator of all guerrilla 
movements. However, proof of this claim should be, in every case, confirmed 
by events, not by words. Consider the fact, then, that a liberation movement, 
in order to acquire its supplies, enslaves the population that it claims to 
want to liberate. It is the classic case, unfortunately; but it cannot, for 
that reason, fail to elicit repugnance, and if anything "possitive" can be 
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extracted from this, it is the definitive proof that RENAMO has no legitimacy 
whatsoever and that--contrary to what its leaders have claimed--the movement 
has not acquired the spontaneous support of the Mozambican people. 


Those who, for reasons of political affinity or hostile sentiments toward 
FRELIMO, have viewed the behavior of the rebels operating in Mozambique 

with tolerance or even with sympathy should, from this moment on, rethink 
their attitude--or openly accept the fact that they support an organization 
whose objectives and methods have been shown to be increasingly questionable. 


That is because--and it would not be redundant to insist upon this point--as 
long as attacks on government facilities and on the economy can in truth be 
considered part of traditional guerrilla strategy (even though the suffering 
and privations imposed on the populace are, in themselves, reason enough for 
doubt), the detainment of men, women and children in labor camps--where, 
besides, they are mistreated if not brutally killed--is something qualitatively 
compietely different; it has another name. And that name is RENAMO. That is 
also the group's true nature, reason for which it should be denied all 
legitimacy. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


LANGUAGE FACULTY AT HIGHER LEARNING INSTITUTE 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 6 Apr 87 p 1 


[Text] At the start of the second academic year, next July, the Higher 
Teacher Training Institute is planning to open a School of Languages with 
courses leading to a bachelor's degree in the Portuguese and English 
languages, as was revealed by Professor Dr Aniceto dos Muchangos, the 
president of that institution of higher learning. He added that more 
schools will be opened gradually along with the development capacities of 
the institute itself. 


The Higher Teacher Training Institute is considered one of the biggest in 
Africa, holding a position between third and second place; it is the second 
higher education institution in Mozambique and was established especially to 
train teachers and other specialists in so-called teaching and education 
career courses, 


It is presently attended by about 100 students, distributed over the schools 
of education and psychology, history and geography, mathematics and physics; 
the Higher Teacher Training Institute, better known by the abbreviation ISP, 
will initiate contacts with schools and college-preparatory institutions in 
the capital with regard to making a beginning toward the performance of its 
functions which include providing multifaceted support to schools at the 
lower levels. 


According to information released by that institution's office of the 
president, a meeting is scheduled for the first half of this month between 
the academic directorate of the ISP and the offices of the principals of the 
Josina Machel, Maxaquene, and Francisco Manyanga secondary schools. 


This meeting is intended not only to explore the terrain with a view to 
designating possible areas of action by the ISP but also to lay the founda- 
tions for the design of the next school to be created in the future with the 
objective of providing practical testing for the results of educational 
research and permitting the implementation of pedagogic practical exercises 
and training courses for students. 
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The ISP president felt that the establishment of the next school, included 
in the organizational chart of this institution, will have to address itself 
as much as possible to proplems of the current situation such as it really 
is and nothing else because it must provide correct training; but it must 
also reflect on the proolems which the teacher and the researcher will 
encounter in practice in the process of doing their jobs. 


Assignments Based on Education 


Although this is not yet the time to review the first year of ISP activi- 
ties, something which will be done in June, when the exams are over, one can 
say that the teachers have high hopes and that makes it possible to look 
forward to a good year, except for teacher licensing, since the organiza- 
tional aspect must be taken into account as a fundamental matter for the 
future, | 


The efforts made by the teachers, on the one hand, and the devotion of the 
Students, on the other hand, were mentioned by the ISP president as the 
foundations for the current level of education of the students, although one 
must take into account the problems of their rather scant prior training 
which was due to the contents of the prograins. 


"In spite of the great difficulties encountered in the procurement of 
bibliographic material, one can definitely see the interest of the students 
in individual work," said Aniceto dos Muchangos, noting that teaching 
methodologies are very significant in raising the educational level of the 
students, 


"Through ever more attractive classes and regular and systematic con- 
ferences, we have gotten the students to attain ever higher learning 
indexes," he added, 


The recognized experience of the teachers who work at the ISP under the 
cooperation agreements drawn up between Mozambique and four other countries 
—-with which Mozambique operates in the ISP project (Soviet Union, GDR, 
Portugal, and Great Britain)--are excellent reasons for high hopes toward a 
good beginning. 


In view of the fact that each failure signifies a delay (and there are 
already enough delays), the effort to provide proper training is a recipro- 
cal undertaking between teachers and students and very special attention has 
heen devoted to the weakest students. 


Besides, helping the weakest students was the major concern of the teachers 
according to recommendations in terms of teaching methodologies and from 
contemporary teaching experts. 


In this respect, Aniceto dos Muchangos believes that the problems en- 
countered in 1986, a rather troublesome year for the ISP, will subside in 
the future. "The proolems we had to face constantly are the problems of 
growth. In education, especially in higher education, this movement is 
inevitable although at the same it is desirable," he added. 
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Cooperation--A Goal to Be Attained 


The president of the ISP felt that, during this start up phase, special 
attention must be devoted to cooperation with other teaching institutions 
(both domestic and foreign). 


Ye revealed that, domestically speaking, “Our relations are most substantial 
and intimate with the Eduardo Mondlane University," adding that, in scienti- 
fic areas where the experience of the UEM [Eduardo Mondlane University] is 
very heloful, appropriate contacts have already been established. 


He mentioned the support of the schools of education, mathematics and 
sciences, and literature. 


"It is obvious that there is much yet to be explored and we do hope that 
this trend will continue," he repeated. | 


Some cooperation efforts with the Maputo Middle Teacher Training Institute 
have already been planned and are in a relatively advanced stage. "Since 
this is a teacher training institution we naturally have many common 
interests," said Aniceto dos Muchangos. 


He noted that, at the level of subject groups and departments, there are 
prograins and plans for joint efforts; among other things, he announced that, 
between the beginning and middle of this month, the students of the ISP will 
do their practical familiarization exercises at the Maputo Middle Teacher 
Training Institute. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 

NEW FRUIT INTRODUCED--Caramboia and Jambo Indiano, two species of fruits 
which do not exist in the city of Beira, are going to be introduced into the 
family and wrivate sectors in the city by the Savane Agrarian House, an 
organization linked to the MONAP-1 Project, for the development of fruit 
cultivation. Valdemar Schuartz, a technical engineer from the Fruit 
Cultivation Sector, said that, to facilitate the education and training of 
personnel who will disseminate the new fruit production techniques in Beira, 
the Savane Pilot Agrarian House is building a school where slides and films 
will be shown on the cultivation of fruits and vegetables. One of the 
subjects to be taught will be how to make chemical compost and how to apply 
chemical fertilizer. [Text] [Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 10 Apr 87 p 3] 
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WHITES-ONLY SIGNS DISCARDED, RACISM PERSISTS 


NAMIBIA 


Bias Against Blacks, Colored 


Johannesburg THE SUNDAY STAR in English 29 Mar 87 p 8 


[Article by Brendan Seery] 


[Text ] 


WINDHOEK — Ten years ago work- 
men were busy across South West 
Africa removing “whites only” signs 
from public places. 

The Mixed Marriages Act and the 
Group Areas Act quickly followed the of- 
ficial outlawing of racial discrimination 
into the dustbin of history. 

Yet in this country — hailed back then as a 
blueprint for South Africa — apartheid and 
racism are still a part of day-to-day life. 

By South African Government decree 
“separate development” is entrenched and 
inequalities are perpetuated with whites 
keeping segregated schools and hospitals and 
their own tax revenue. 


Most blacks and coloured le are sec- 
ond-class citizens in the their birth 
and many battle for survival ram- 


pant inflation and rising unemp t. In 
the northern areas the bush war between 
Swapo insurgents and the security forces is 
in its 21st year. 


Since the apartheid restricttons were 
eased in South West Africa in the late 1970s 
blacks have been given considerably more 


freedom, although separate development re- 
mains strong as a white ideology. A black 
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may now: 


@ Enter any shop, restaurant or public place 
and be entitled to the same treatment or ser- 
vice as a white. 

@ Watch films at any cinema. 


~ @Swim at municipal swimming pools. 


@ Use the same toilet facilities as whites. 
@ Visit any resort or game park. 

@ Rent houses or flats. 

@ Buy any property in any area. 

@ Be up for national service. 


Racial discrimination of any kind in re- 
gard to public amenities has been outlawed 
but in practice there are few tions. 

In reality the whites are little disturbed in 
their racial havens as property prices in 
Windhoek and other towns are high enough 
to prevent all but the most wealthy blacks 


from becoming houseowners. 


Me ge swimmers are ever seen at 
indhoek’s main municipal swimming pool 
— the tariff of Ri a day during the week and 
R2 a day over weekends keeps even some 
whites away. 


Tickets costing R5 and R6 for the town’s 
main cinema also help keep blacks out. 
Drive-ins are more popular for black fami- 
lies who have cars. 

There are nevertheless a number of areas 
which remain closed: 








Yet despite life being far from perfect, 
there are people who say they would not 
even consider swopping South West Africa 
for unrest-troubled South Africa. 


On this page are the stories of three such 
ee 


@ The segregated schools of the Administra- 
tion for whites are closed to other race 
groups and their often expensive*sports faci- 
lities are not for the use of blacks and col- 
oured people. 

@ Hospitals remain largely segregated. 

@ Membership of some social and sports 
clubs is closed to blacks. 

South African Government Proclamation 
AG8 of 1980 enshrines the principles of apart- 
heid by dividing the country into separate 
ethnic kingdoms in which individual groups 
have responsibility for their own affairs. 

Currently the majority in Windhoek’s 
Transitional Government is fighting to have 
AG8 scrapped and schools integrated. 


Mixed-Race Couple Happy 


Johannesburg THE SUNDAY STAR in English 29 Mar 87 p 8 


{Text ] 


FOR former Catholic missionary Liam Rainey (46), 
Windhcek “could not be more ideal” as a place to live 
and raise a family. 

Which is just what he and his wife Maureen (41) 
are doing, after settling in the South West Africa 
capital nine years ago. 

Anywhere else in the world, the Raineys and their 
four children — ranging in age from three to seven — 
would scarcely merit a passing glance. 

Yet, in this apartheid-conditioned corner of Africa, 
they are regarded as a mixed-race couple. 

The romance between Belfast-bora Mr Rainey and 
the former Miss Maureen Martin began in the late 
1970s, when he was working as a missionary in a col- 
oured area of Port Elizabeth. In 1977, the prospect of 
marriage was out of the question in South Africa. 

But in Pretoria the winds of change were blowing, 
and the Mixed Marriages Act and other race laws 
were either buried or in their death throes. 

Arriving in Windhoek with barely a suitcase of 
clothing each, the couple stayed with a friend of 
Maureen's and were soon married. For six months, 
though, the couple broke the law by living in a flat 
Liam had rented before the official scrapping of the 
Group Areas Act. 


86 





Like Hillbrow today, many flats in Windhoek were 
then integrated, and the euthorities generally turned 
a blind eye to the practice. 

The Raineys have had few problems with overt 
racism and @ since their move to SWA. People 
still occasionally stare at them, but there have been no 
outright insults or antagonism, although Liam points 
out that he and Maureen do not go to places where 
they might provoke reaction. 

However, returning to South Africa to visit 
Maureen's parents have remifided them that the co- 
lour of a person's skin remains a cardinal issue 
the border. On one occasion, an official at 's 
Beach in Port Elizabeth told them it was illegal for 
non-whites to swim there, and the family has to be 
very careful about selecting hotels wheii stopping 
over in South African platteland towns on their jour- 
ney to Port Elizabeth. 

In Windhoek, though, they notice little discrimina- 
tion in their day-to-day lives. 

Both are teachers and work at multiracial schools 
— Liam at the Catholic St Paul’s College and 


Maureen at the Consolidated Diamond Mines-funded 
a yo College. 

Cannot think of a better place to bring 
es than 4 clear air and open Stwa 
ere is no question of him or his returning 
South Africa. 7 

He regards the scrapping of the Vixed Marriages 
Act in South Africa as being little .aore than useless 
without the paralle) axeing of ine Group Areas Act. 

There is little point in allowing couples of mixed 
race to live together, he says , without first creating 
the necessary social structures for them to do so. 

“He is concerned about the ultimate future of both 
his country and South Africa—"Obviously, if the blood 
starts to run in the streets, we would have to leave.” 

But he sees a great potential for a SWA which 
“will eventually be independent”. 

A country, he hopes, where race and colour will 
be immaterial; a country which, like Botswana, can 


show the way in racial tolerance and undestand- 
ing to South Africa. 


Widow Is Satisfied 


Johannesburg THE SUNDAY STAR in English 29 Mar 87 p 8 


[Text] . MRS MARIA Gabriel (50) is, 

_ like Liam and Lloyd, happy 

- with her lot in life, but for 

vastly different reasons. . - 

; A widowed Nama woman 
with two school-going girls to 
care for, she says she is happy 
with her place and she shows 
no desire to move out of the 
station in life that apartheid 
has assigned her. 

She says she has no urge to 
move away from her R25-a- 
month shoebox house in the 

‘ dusty township of Katutura. 

“Well, Master, I cannot live 
like the white people in the big 
houses on that side of town. It 
is just how things are. The 
white people are better — they 
are up there and the black and 
coloured peopie are under- 
neath.” 


Working as a maid for white 
families in Windhoek, Maria's 
main problems in life are how 
to make ends meet on her 
wages. Her pay varies from 
employer to employer, but ty- 
-pically she gets about R60 a 
month from each employer for 
an eight-hour day once a week. 

“But things are so terribly 
expensive here. Every day the 


, things cost more. Sometimes it 
is a terrible worry to me.” 
arn in the Rehoboth Baster 
uebiet” about 80km from 
Windhoek, Maria has been 
doing other people’s cooking 
and cleaning for most of her 
adult life. She keeps to herself 
and her kind in Katutura, and 
tries to avoid politics — “What 
is politics? I don’t even know 
what is politics. What is apart- 
heid for me? I don’t know.” 
She cannot really say wheth- 
er things have changed much 


Since the lifting of the petty 
apartheid restrictions 10 years 
ago, because she seldom gets 
into situations where there 
would be any possibility of 
contact with whites outside the 
“madam and maid” relation- 
ship. 

She knows, for instance, that 
it is now easier to go into cer- 
tain shops than it was in the 
past, and that now she can go 
to the same counters as whites 
in the post office. 


But she avoids confrenta- 
tion. “I am not a cheeky per- 
son, I know my place.” 

When pressed, though, she 
concedes that she hupes her 
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two girls ht one day get 


she might move in with them. 
“The grannies can always 
clean the house.” 


crazy and she worries when- 
ever she hears tales from 
South Africa of riots or the 
“necklace” 


Thankfully, Katutura is a 


Bad Memories Remain 


Johannesburg THE SUNDAY STAR in English 29 Mar 87 p 8 


[Text ] 


LLOYD Saunderson has still not told his father of an 
incident that took place the best part of 20 years ago 
in the dusty streets of Mariental in the semi-desert 
south of South West Africa. . 

He recalls sitting outside a bank with his younger 
brother, waiting for their father, when two white chil- 
dren on bicycles tried to run down the “klonkies”. 

The young coloured children fled and Lloyd said 
nothing. 

“My father is a proud man and I know he would 
have been very angry and wanted to dc something if 
we had told him what had happened,” Lloyd said. 

He feels things have changed since those days and 
since the lifting of race bars more whites have begun 
trying to change their attitudes. 

Some appeared to be more willing to deal with 
blacks as fellow human beings. 

Lloyd admits that life is probably easier for col- 
oured people than blacks because “some whites just 
seem to be a lot harder towards blacks”. 

In his case, life has been kind. He rents a room in a 
house in a former white suburb owned by two coloured 
friends of his and says openly he would hate to live in 
the coloured township of Khomasdal in Windhoek 


_ where poverty, overcrowding and alcoholism are rife. 


As the holder of a BComm degree from the Univer- 


sity of the Western Cape, Lloyd had little problem in 
landing his present job in the finance section of BP. 
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He reckohs many more avenues have opened up for 
blacks in SWA in the last 10 years and the im- 
provement extends beyond the mere fact that blacks 
now do not have to use separate entrances or facilities 
in shops and Government buildings. 

Lloyd, an up-and-coming road-runner, believes he 
has fitted in well with whites in the Windhoek Harriers 
where this year he was elected to the committee as 
treasurer. ' 

Although road-running in SWA has been integrated 
for some years, racism still manifests itself on occa- 
sions. : 

Lloyd recalls an incident at a charity race 
drunken white spectators reused to ‘allow coloured 
runners into a beer tent after the event. 

Lloyd also encounters occasional feelings of reti- 
cence among young white r_aners from conservative 


for the first time. : 

On the other hand, he has encountered no abuse 
when he and his training partner — a female white 
Harriers runner — go ovt on their regular training 
runs. 

Life, then, is good for Lloyd Saunderson. He is opti- 
mistic about the future of his country and firmly be- 
lieves the “hurtful” system of apartheid will eventual- 
ly be swept away completely in SWA. 

“I think I would rather live in Windhoek than 
anywhere else,” he stated. 

South Africa, he said, scared him sometimes be- 
cause of the depth of hatred and bad feeling between 
races there — something rarely found in SWA. 
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UK'S ECGD CREDIT PACKAGE ANGERS LENDERS 


London AFRICA ANALYSIS in English 3 Apr 87 pp 1-2 


[Text ] 





BRITAIN'S Export Credits Guaranice Department is set to 
counter-attack in defence of the UK market share in Nigeria 
with 2 series of massive trade credits which could amount to 
well over £500m. But the planned package is already 
provoking anger among some bankers and industrialists. 
They are concerned that ECGD's move will undermine the 
already frayed ‘common front’ the creditors are trying to 
prese.it to Lagos. 

For Mrs Thatcher's government, the new funding will 
be an election-year signal to exporters that it will back 
them in difficult markets of real importance. Though still 
well out in front in Nigeria, they have come under 
increasing competitive pressure from West Germany, Italy, 
Brazil and, especially, France. 

Covering both short-term and project business, the 
package will gradually come into effect after formal 
signature of the bilateral rescheduling deal - initialled last 
week by Nigerian finance minister Chu Ogonkwu and 
ECGD chief executive Jack Gill. Implementation also 
depends on the successful resolution ot an argument 
between Lagos and the IMF over the way oil revenues have 
been managed. 

There are four main clements to the ECGD package: 
£500m in short-term cover, a credit line worth at least 
£100m and both new and old project business. ECGD 
wants to make sure British firms get a large cut of new 
project deals, and do not just end up providing the routine 
‘nuts and bolts’ imports while the major contracts go to the 
French and others. 

It should not be too long before funds start to come on 
line - formal signature of the bilateral deal is due in a few 
we ks and the argument with the IMF could be sorted out 
when Nigerian officials visit Washington on April 8-10 for 
a routine meeting of the Fund's development and interim 
committees. The dispute is believed to be over why some 
oil revenue has been diverted into special escrow accounts 
rather than kept for the central kitty out of which 
import and rescheduling bills must be met. 

If ECGD goes ahead on its own, those most upset could 
include uninsured creditors holding promissory notes (on 
which Nigeria has already defaulted), or those still waiting 
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for their claims to be reconciled and validated. But they may 
well have been mollified by this week's announcement that 
a further $1.5bn in notes will be issued on 7 April. Law 
Debenture Trust, the trustee for the noteholders, has now 
appointed international banker David Murison to look after 
their interests. 

The funding package will represent a more than tenfold 
increase on current new ECGD business on Nigeria. At 
present it is only insuring cash-against-documents trade 
under letters of credit for a few policy holders dealing with 
regular buyers. This is worth about £50m a year. (Of 
course, it is also committed on deals agreed in the past 
before it came off cover.) 

ECGD is prepared to expand short-term business up to 
a ceiling of £500m. New Nigerian buyers will be accepted 
and also existing ECGD export policyholders who are not 
yet doing business with Nigeria. Payment terms will also 
be slackened to allow up to 180 days’ credit on irrevocable 
ILCs, which will not need to be confirmed. 

The department is also prepared to cover new money 
needed for completion of some projects it is already 
backing. Talks with Lagos will determine which of the 
many contracts underway will require this extra support - 

and justify it. Agriculture and electricity are likely 
priorities. 

Then, like several other countries which h. ’e recently 
rescheduled, Nigeria will be offered a special so-called ‘DX’ 
line of credit, to fund essential supplies and spares to get 
industry and agriculture going. The line will be worth at 
least £100m, far more than has been made available to other 
debtor countries and a sign of how highly Britain rates the 
Nigerian market. In fact, ECGD has already asked Lagos to 
consider its choice of a bank to handle the line. Prime 
candidates must be those heavily involved in the market, 
such as Barclays, Standard Chartered, ANZ-Grindlays, or 
even a merchant bank. 

The final component is specific new project business, 
which must be of economic value and approved by the 
World Bank. ECGD would like to join with the bank in co- 
financing some projects it has already selected and where it 
is looking for parmers. But the department is also prepared 
to take on some deals alone, provided they are approved. 

The expansion of short-term cover should begin as soon 
as ECGD's basic conditions are met: signature of the 
bilateral and settlement of the differences with the IMF. 
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CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION ACCUSES GOVERNMENT OF ISLAMIC BIAS 


Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 11 Apr 87 pp l1, 3 


[Article by Sani Haruna] 


[Text ] 


THE Christian Association of 
Nigeria (CAN). Zaria branch has 


that the government must not 
play active role in religion. 

Giving evidence before Donli 
committee looking into the recent 
disturbances in Kaduna State in 
Zaria on Wednesday. Reverend 
Benjamin Kwashi. ting 
CAN. said it was with this new 
participatory definition of 
secularity that the President took 
the nation into the OIC without 
any constitutional backing. 

CAN said since independence. 
the various governments in 
Nigeria at federal and local 
levels have persistently leaned 
towards Islam and Muslims in- 
stead of playing the neutral role 
that any patriotic government 
should play. 

The association expressed 
displeasure that the federal. 
sates and local governments 
have heen spending monev and 
human resources to see to the 
success of Muslim pilgrimage 
which is a personal religious mat- 
ter and recently ided funds 
transport ims to Saudi 
Arabia for Sheikh Abubakar 
Gumi's King Faisal award. 

‘ a = the eee con. 
in r open support o 

Muslims and Islam by upgrading 
the status of Sharia law without 


any referendum. 

_ He said the government's will- 
ingness to spend the tax pavers 
money to erect Sharia courts and 
pay salaries to the grand khadis 
who preside over Muslim per- 
sonal and family law withoul pav- 
ing Christian pastors and bishops 
for settling Christian quarrels at 


i and family levels was a 
urther indication that the 


was for Islam. 

CAN said it was because the 
Nigerian Muslims have the full 
backing of the t of the 
day that they often take the laws 
into their own hands. adding that 
for many years Muslims. have 
been misi ing the Holy Bi- 
bie but Christians never raised a 


- + 
association said wherever 
tnere were Muslim riots, 


tribunals were set up but the 
government never issued any 


-white paper on the crisis and in- 


stead of holding those who 
destroyed Christian Churches. 
the government banned religious 
associations. 

CAN said the government 
always banned outside 
preaching to the detriment of 
Christianity because it knew that 
Christians carry out evangelisa- 
tion crusades and outside 
preachings more than Muslims. 

The association said policy 
makers of the country such as the 
head of state. chief of army staff. 
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p mili intellignnce. in- 
al Bank divectoc 
nor of the Central Bank, director 


strategic ministries are all 
Muslims. 


ilans by 
Muslims — f ae oo 
questions relati to 
constitutional rights and personal 


Nigeria but also the future of the 


dividuals to avert the recent plan- 
ned atrocities against Christians 
in Zaria but all to no avail and 


warned that “enough is enough’’. 
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PAPERS ACCUSED OF RELIGIOUS BIAS 


Christians Call for Proscription 


Kaduna SUNDAY NEW NIGERIAN in English 12 Apr 87 p l 


[Text } 


THE Christian Asso- 


ciation of Nigeria, 
(CAR), 


Northern 
States branch has 
called on the Federal 
Government to pro 
scribe the New 





ali christians and 
peace-loving 








It said the association had 
followed with keen interest 
and concern the press 
coverage in the a8 Nigerian 
Newspapers Limited stable on 
the riot and were badly disap- 
pointed that the government. 
owned newspapers could 
become partisan. sectional 


and clearly teleguided by the 
Jama‘atul Nasril‘Islam ‘JNI> 
and the Muslim Students’ 

Society (MSS). The assovia- 

tion alleged that it has 
discovered that the Acting 
Editor of the New Nigerian. 
Malam Adamu Adamu. was 
an MSS activist. 

The association said it was 
unhappy with the paper's at- 
tack on the chairperson of the 
administrative panel. Mrs. 
HN. Donli just hecause she 
was a woman. 

It also said that the .JNI. 
Zaria branch even went far to 
say that it was unislamic for a 
woman to head any society or 
panel. and wondered who told 
the JNI Zaria that Nigeria was 
an Islamic state. 

The association said that tor 
anyone to consider Nigeria an 
Ecclesiastical or Islamic state 
was a big illusion _ tt 

inted out that the JNI should 

reminded that the Emir of 
Zaria. Alhaji Shehu Idris. had 
cooperated and testified 
before the panel. 

The association said the 
Emirate of Zazzau ‘Zaria’ 
was founded by Queen Amina. 
who is still being honoured by 
muslims todav. 


eo en therefore 


mischievous, callous and un-. 


nationalistic for JNI Zaria to 
come out publicly with the ir- 
ible utterance agains! 


See . 
Mrs. Donli.” it further said. 
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COMYO Charges SKETCH Posture Anti-Islamic 


Kaduna SUNDAY NEW NIGERIAN in English 12 Apr 87 p l 


[Text ] 
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THE Council of Muslim 
Youth Organisations 


(COMYO) in Ibadan has also 


posture” of the Sketch Group 
— 


It “eae | governors of the 
two states to see to it that 


Christian fanatics within the 

Stretch are flushed out” to 
allow for responsible jmur- 
nalism with a public purpose 

In an open letter to yo 

nor Adetunji Idowu (luria. 
dated April 7. Secretary and 
Co-ordinator Alhaji Waheed 
Amao and Malam Ishaq Kunle 
Sanni respectively said the 
news coverage bv the Sketch 

“was not only terribly Nased 
but has the smeli of 
«mutrageous Christian bigotry 
to the extent that a Christian 
gazette could not have done 
worse.” 

It said the newspaper has 
“diverted the attention of the 
readers from the murderimis 
and harharic events” that 
culminated in the unfortunate 


episode in some parts of 


3400/720 
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Kaduna State and “hurkd 
all sorts of abuses «1 Visiims 
in their articies and 
“Ai the Seer rum 
t said the Sketch 
should serve Vielims and 
Christians. addiin: that since 
the O 1.C issue came up it had 
“alwavs taken an antagonist 
aay | to the Mushms whe 
he Majontv ameny its 
owners” adding that the 
same christian Sentiment cs 
during the (ress 
asue at the University of 
Thadan 
_ The association warned thet 
“this kind of horrendous 
despicable and subjertine 
journalism could lead to had 
hiood and religious chien 
moreso when the tense 4 
religious acrimony te the 
country is sill hh 
It warned that Muslims 
would not condone the asc: - 
‘€ some irresponsible can 
nahists to use what heeienpert 
all in nmdiculing and caste 
aspersion on Muster: seater -~ 
and Islam as thev did in 
their editorial of Amr 7 











ABACHA WARNS ARMY ON RELIGIOUS ZEALOTRY 


Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 13 Apr 87 pp l, 12 


[Text ] 
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was ‘‘subversive in 
motive, destructive in 
2xecution and constituted 
a grand attempt by self- 
seeking zealous whose 
oily religion is power at 
all costs to tear the coun- 
try apart.” 

He commended the 
‘mpartiality of troops who 
quelled une Kaduna riots 
and hailed their spirit of 
aatriotism. He also prai- 
sed men of the 15 Mecha- 
tised Infentry Brigade. 
21 and 23 armoured 5ri- 
sades for their perfor- 
mance. 
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BABANGIDA TO LAUNCH ECOWAS ECONOMIC RECOVERY PACKAGE 


Lagos BUSINESS TIMES in English 13 Apr 87 p 20 


[Article by Nduka Nwosu] 


{Text ] 


TOTAL of 136 pro 
jects have been re 
commended for the 
approval of the heads of 
state of the Economic 
Commurity of West 
African States — 
ECOWAS. 
ECOWAS sources at its 


econor condition of the 


package of economic 
in the West 


African subregion under’ 


the umbrella of ECOWAS. 


of economic maladies 
afflicting ECOWAS 


over to the West African 
economy since 1980. 
Having decried the 
economic efforts by the 
United Nations 


complement national 
efforts by formulating 


etc, it is on the adoption of a 
common economic develop- 
ment strategy that the on 
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lby President Babangida 
this month or in July when 
the Authority's summit 
comes up, will also seek to 
promote the rehabilitation 

of production structures. 

It will as well — and 
implement adequate adjust- 
ment mechanisms in the 
face of deteriorating 
balance of payments 


situations. 
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Apart from the much 
talked about common 
monetary zone ir: the sub- 
region, concrete projects 
aimed at rationalising 


regional production so as to 
' achieve food 


through the rehabilitation 
of production industries 
and the enhancement of 
capacity utilisetion, will 
form part of the projects 


considered by the Agricul-- 


tural Development 
Committee on the 
Economic Recovery 
package. 


pa separ eer enaten 
and ot adequate trans- 


port and conimunication 
infrastructures, the fight 
against unemployment and 
a concerted action on 
desertfication were all given 
desertification were all given 
age. 
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NEW FOOD, ROADS, RURAL INFRASTRUCTURE FORMED 


Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 13 Apr 87 p 1 


He iA 


HHL Hi 


Hal ep He 


Hai Rt 
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[Text ] 
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YAHAYA BLAMES POLITICS FOR AIR FORCE SCHOOL DELAY 


Enugu DAILY STAR in English 11 Apr 87 p l 


[Text] 
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APDS AWAIT ‘SUBSIDIARY LOAN AGREEMENTS '--Lagos--Seven agricultural develop- 
ment projects (APDs) planned for the southern and middle belt states of 
Nigeria still await funds to begin operating, although agreement between 
the World Bank and the federal government on aid worth $162m-out of a total 
cost of $256m-was reached last June. The project units are in place and 
management and staff appointed, but the current hold-up is the signing of 
"subsidiary loan agreements.’ It is under these that the federal government 
on-lends the World Bank funds to state governments. The problem is bureau- 
cracy. In Imo state, for example, the subsidiary loan agreement was 
drafted with the name of the appropriate minister and forwarded for signa- 
ture to the Federal Mortgage Bank which was handling the loan. Then there 
was a change of minister; the document had to be redrafted. But by the 
time the revised agreement was ready, the board of the Mortgage Bank had 
been dissolved. Reconstitution of the board took another three months. 
After the document finally passed the bank's board, the minister was away 
at the Paris Club negotiations, after which he went on two weeks’ leave. 
The whole process took six months. Similar delays are holding back progress 
in other states. World Bank officials in Lagos are nevertheless hopeful 
that ail the agreements will be through by the middle of this year. The 
projects, designed to boost rural output--vital to Nigeria's economic 

deve lopment--have been due for the go-ahead for more than two years. 
(Africa Analysis, no 12) [Text] [London AFRICA ANALYSIS English 

3 Apr 87 p 9] /9317 





ARMY RECRUITMENT--Recruitment into the 24 Regular Recruits Intake of the 
Nigerian Army will take place in all state capitals beginning from April 
21 to 24. An official statement in Lagos said, recruitment forms are 
obtainable on the payment of N5.00 at the state recruitment centres, the 
state liaison offices or the Directorate of Army Reserve, Recruitment and 
Resettlement located in Bonny Camp Victoria Island, Lagos. [Text] [Lagos 
DAILY TIMES in English 11 Apr 87 p 10] /13046 
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INTELLIGENCE AGENCY ESTABLISHED 


London AFRICA ANALYSIS in English 3 Apr 87 p 5 


{Text ] 





KAMPALA. Security iooms large in Uganda's thoughts 
just now. Fighting has so far covered at least half of the 
country. [t has been reported intermittently at Gulu, 
stretching from the Sudanese border to Karuma Falls. There 
has also been fighting at Kitgum - with government troops 
winning one day, and the rebels the next. 

Because of intense rebel activities in Gulu, both the 
northern brigade headquarters and the artillery headquarters 
have been moved to Lira. But once again the government 
was forced to withdraw most of its artillery pieces away 
from Lira to Masindi. This involved crossing the Nile and 
going to the west. 

In the eastern region, government troops have been 
attacked at Kaberamaido, Wera, Katakwi, and last week in 
Kumi and Kachumbala, close to Mbale. Some fighting has 
also been reported in Mbale and Tororo, and ambushes 
have occurred in Iganga, towards Jinja. 

Rebels have attacked government vehicles at Masaka, in 
the west; and casualties among the Ruwenzururu, who 
inhabit the Ruwenzero area of Kasese, are said to be high. 

There are allegations that government forces are now 
using toxic chemicals, believed to be supplied by Libya. 
Army helicopters are reported to have dropped chemicals on 
suspected rebel positions, especially in Lira and Soroti 
areas. 

At the time of writing, there is a lull in fighting except 
in the east. But the government finds it difficult to function 
normally: the politically powerful special district 
administrators (equivalent of governors) have tured 
themselves into warlords, running their districts single- 
handed. 

Uganda's newest and as yet unchristened intelligence 
agency has been set up at the former premises of the OAU 
Language Bureau in Kampalz. It is headed by Jimmy 
Muhwezi, a Makerere law graduate and a confidant of 
President Yoweri Museveni. The 50 or so members of the 
agency, many of whom are of Rwandese origin, have 
temporarily taken up residence at the country's largest 
hotel, the Apolo. (The hotel was declared uninhabitable 
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several years ago - the government is now looking for a 
financier to rehabilitate it). 

When Museveni came to power he promised that his 
National Resistance Army (NRA) would  estzbdlish 
popularly elected grassroot resistance committees in every 
village. These were supposed to be the ‘eyes and ears’ of 
the government. He said: ‘We don't need intelligence 
agencies to spy on the people, to torture them, abuse their 
human rights as they have done in the past.’ But torture is 
now allegedly practiced, especially in Mbuya military 
barracks (one of three in Kampala), in one of the buildings 
here known as ‘Argentina’, and at the quarter guards room 
in Republic House (the ministry of defence headquarters). 

The quarter guards has a capacity for 10 people but as 
many as 70 detainees are known to have been kept there at 
one time. 

At least 13 people recently died at the quarter guards, 
according to George Okurapa, a former president of 
Makerere university students council, who was held in both 
Mbuya and Republic House. 

Museveni supporters insist that the deterioration in 
NRA discipline owes much to the incorporation of other 
fighting groups in the national army. They point out that 
NRA units which summarily execute prisoners are often 
found on investigation to be made up largely of ex-UNLA 
soldiers or led by ex-UNLA officers. 

The task of incorporating the fighting groups into the 
NRA has been entrusted to commander Fred Mwesigye, 
who took to the bush with Museveni in February 1981. It 
involves screening thousands of men for human rights 
abuses, setting up new battalions, allocating men to 
existing ones, and resettling men who are too old or 
disabled. 

‘Reorganisation’ camps were initially set up in Fort 
Portal, Masaka, and Mbarara, but now there is only one, at 
Kiburara prison farm, between Ibanda and Kasese. 

Some of the officers at Kiburara started a rumour that 
it was a concentration camp for POWs. But according to 
Mwesigye, the officers were ‘insulted’ by having to share 
quarters and eat the same food as the men they once led. 

In unguarded moments NRA commanders say that they 
do not want ‘true NRAs polluted’ by the influx of men of 
uncertain allegiance, but publicly they do not distinguish 
between old and new NRAs. 

The NRA says that most of the soldiers of the other 
groups were ‘good fellows’ misled by bad leaders and that 
not all NRAs from the bush years are angels. One 
commander says: ‘Some were in the bush for five years and 
came out rogues. Others joined after the victory in 1986 and 
have done excellent work.” Recent revelations that the Sth 
battallion in Arua is heavily involved in smuggling prove 
this paradox. It is one of the oldest NRA units, only the 
third to form in Luwero. 
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CASHEW CROPS PROVIDE FOREIGN EXCHANGE HOPE 


London AFRICA ANALYSIS in English 17 Apr 87 p 9 


[Text] 
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LUSAKA. The Landell Mills Associates of Bath, the 
International Finance Corporation and British Oxygen have 
joined with Zambian parastatal firms to grow and process 
cashew nuts in Mongu, Westem Province. The investment 
will be K50m ($8m). 

The Zambia Cashew Nut Company is a subsidiary of 
the Zambia Industrial and Mining Corporation, owning 
51% of the shares. Local shareholders include the 
Development Bank of Zambia and Zambia State Insurance 
Corporation. 

The company has acquired a plot for the nuts plantation 
between Mongu and Limulunga, the summer capital of the 


Litunga, the Lozi king. It is hoped to export 85% of the . 


crop, at K30 a kilo. 

Local peasants already grow cashew nuts but the trees 
are poorly looked after. The company is now helping with 
extension services. The general manager is Graham Mann, 
a Briton. 

The company has, however, had a bumpy start because 
ownership of the land being used was hotly disputed under 
the feudal system. Local people occupying the land claimed 
they were not consulted. Senior officers in the Lozi royal 
cabinet who gave away the land were either sacked or fined 
cattle. This has precipitated a confrontation - only slowly 
being cooled - between tradition and development. 

Cashew nuts are already being exported by Woodgate 
Holdings, the Zambian conglomerate, which grows them in 
the north-'vestern province. Woodgate chairman Enoch 
Kavindele says: ‘If Zambia had concentrated on cashew nuts 
six years ago, they would now be making a real 
contribution to our foreign exchange earings.’ 
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CHEAP LUXURY AMID ECONOMIC DISASTER DESCRIBED 


London AFRICA ANALYSIS in English 17 Apr 87 pp 1-2 


[Text ] 


LUSAKA. You can fly from 
Zambia's Copperbelt to the capital for 
$10, buy an imported Italian suit for 
under $50, and have a three-course 
dinner at the Lusaka Intercontinental's 
restaurant for $2.50. To really 
economize, stay at a government rural 
rest house for US 10 cents a night. 

Though the kwacha cost of 
consumer goods and services rises at 
record speed, shopkeepers cannot change 
price-iags fast enough to keep pace with 
the currency's declining value. 

Of course, the windfalls listed 
above accrue only to expatriates and the 
handful of Zambians with non-auction 
sources of hard currency. Everyone else 
is suffering still more in daily life with 
each turn of the financial screw. 

The kwacha lost nearly half its 
value in just eight days after the 
currency auctions resumed on 27 March. 
Despite a government pledge not to let 
it drop below 12.5 to the US dollar, it 
went down almost 19 on 11 April. The 
currency has been effectively devalued 
by more than 800% since the auctions 
began in October 1985. 

Canny manipulators can stretch 
dollars to the maximum by sneaking 
through a hole in the auction system: 
winning bids are accepted on Saturday, 
but the bank rates do not change until 
Monday. On those rare occasions when 
the kwacha rises, one can rush to the 
Lusaka airport after having read the new 


rate in Sunday's Times of Zambia 


- perhaps while feasting on a 60 cent 
breakfast at the Intercontinental -- and 
change money at the old rate. 

Despite President Kaunda's pledge 
last year to curtail frivolous use of hard 
currency, South African commodities 
fill the stores in wealthier neigh- 
bourhoods. | 

A researcher from a European 
‘solidarity’ group, touring the frontline 
states to plan support for the region 
against South African economic 
pressure, recently called upon a senior 
Zambian official. He was told: ‘Some 
products we can get only from South 
Africa - wine for example’. Asked 
about the perfectly drinkable wines 
from neighbouring Zimbabwe, the 
Zambian official looked contemptuous. 

Though he would never admit it, 
the IMF has become the political 
saviour of Kaunda's increasingly unpop- 
ular government. Without bankers to 
blame for the downward economic 
spiral, he might find the discontent 
uncontrollable. 

The wave of strikes in February and 
March, led by doctors, nurses, teachers 
and other white collar workers, is only 
the up of a huge iceberg of anger. Yet 
poor and middle-income Zambians from 
many walks of life, interviewed at rural 
markets and in central Lusaka, blamed 
inflation on the IMF first, then on 
unscrupulous shopkeepers, and only 
finally on the government. 

For any Zambian paid in kwacha, 
consumer prices rose 120% last year. 
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A goverment doctor's K800 monthly 
salary is now worth less than $45. The 
domestic workers and security guards 
who serve the wealthy earn K150 (S9) a 
month or less. Among the poor, 
inflation is literally a killer. A recent 
UNICEF study holds IMF conditions 
partly responsible for ‘a significant 
increase in (infant) morbidity and 
mortality from malnutrition’. 

Although the political status quo 
has some hazardous months ahead, 
Kaunda and his confidants are making 
far-sighted plans to shore up the 
regime. These include abandoning the 
nationwide presidential elections, due in 
1988. Although Kaunda would be, as 
usual, the only candidate, there arc now 
doubts about his receiving an cssential 
50% ‘yes’. 

So there are proposals to have his 
re-election for another term endorsed 
purely by the faithful functionarics of 
the United National Independence Party, 
the only legal political body, at its 
annual conference in mid-1988. 
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DROUGHT CRIPPLES SOUTHERN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION 


London AFRICA ANALYSIS in English 17 Apr 87 p 9 


[Text ] 


/9317 
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LUSAKA. With declining revenues from copper, Zambia's 
slim hope of avoiding a drop in real per capita GDP 
rested on agriculture. But even that hope has now been 
dashed by drought. 

Drought has crippled production in much of the 
southern province, Zambia's grainbasket; and elsewhere 
rain is erratic. In addition, Jast year's failure to collect all 
smallholder surpluses, ‘caving much to rot in peasant 
fields, discouraged planting in some areas with adequate 
rainfall. Latest projections put this year's marketed maize, 
due for harvest in June, at around 600,00 tonnes (a one-third 
drop from last year's bumper harvest). 

Zambia's 1987 economic plan optimistically projected 
a real GDP increase of 3.4% - exactly matching population 
growth. Economic planners counted on continued growth in 
production of maize and other crops to offset the mining 
sector's shrinkage. 

Even without drought, Zambia's patchwork of subsidies 
would hamper efficient marketing. Officials recently 
announced a 40% rise in the producer price for maize, 
without any corresponding increase im charges to 
consumers. As a result, the peasant who sells his maize to 
the marketing parastatal NAMBOARD at K78 a 90 kilo 
sack can buy back the same amount ground into roller 
meal, the staple food for Zambia's poor, for K50. 

In the past, higher payments to farmers were quickly 
followed by consumer price rises. Because of Zambia's 
already huge deficit, some increase seems inevitable. Given 
last December's breakfast meal riots, officials fear the 
equally inevitable political response. 
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UNIP HEADQUARTERS DONATIONS--Zambia-based companies have been outdoing 
each other in donations towards the building of the ruling party's new 
headquarters in Lusaka. Work on the 16-floor UNIP House began in 1984, 

but the cost has proved prohibitive. Party secretary-general Grey Zulu, 
who heads the project, has been appealing for funds. He was quickly 
obliged by such diverse companies as Lonrho, Woodgate Holdings, Zambia 
Motor Holdings, Zambia State Insurance, Grindlay's Bank and Zambia Commer- 
cial Bank. Zulu is rumoured to entertain presidential ambitions. Well 
over 300 Chinese are engaged on the building site; each costs the party 
no less than $500 per day, it is estimated. Many of the workers. are housed 
in motels and government residencies. [Text] [London AFRICAN ANALYSIS 
in English 6 Mar 87 p 10] /9317 
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IBM SUCCESSOR ANNOUNCES MORE POWERFUL RISC MACHINE 


Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 26 Mar 87 p 15 


[Article edited by Matthew White] 
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LOCALLY DEVELOPED SOFTWARE RECOMMENDED 
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HI-TECH PROJECT LOANS OFFERED 


Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 20 Mar 87 p 11 
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LOCAL ARMS EXPANSION DISCUSSED 


Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 20 Mar 87 p 11 
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MARCH CAR SALES HIGHEST IN 15 MONTHS 


Johanner»urg BUSINESS DAY in English 10 Apr 87 p 1 


[Article by David Furlonger] 
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NEW OVERLAY TO COVER EXISTING HIGHWAYS 


Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 16 Apr 87 p 6 


[Article by Mick Collins] 
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HEWLETT PACKARD SPECTRUM DELIVERED--BSE-DATA, a Sandton technical software and 
systems house, has taken delivery of the first Hewlett Packard Spectrum 
computer sold outside US. The deal is worth about R500 000. BSE-Data MD 
Roland Wilk says the reduced instruction set computer (RISC) is the basis of 
the company's entry and commitment to the growing market based on the Unix 
operating system. The company is offering customers access to the Spectrum 
and advice so they can convert existing systems and develop new ones. BSE- 
DATA customers include Iscor, Sats, Sapo and Anglo American. [Text] 
[Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 26 Mar 87 p 15] /13046 


VIEWING DEVICE FOR HELICOPTER PILOTS--Toronto--A "secret" viewing device which 
enables helicopter pilots to see almost as well at night as during the day had 
been illegally sold to SA, police said. Two Canadian companies, Lajal 
Scientique Inc and Aero-Vue Canada Inc and their president Larry Camphaug, 
were alleged to have imported the system from Hughes Aircraft in the US and 
illegally exported it to SA. The system includes goggles incorporating "image 
intensifier technology", devices which amplify light to permit good vision. 
[Text] [Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 2 Apr 87 p 3] /13046 


MINI PABX LAUNCHED--Plessey, one of the largest makers of private automatic 
business exchanges (PABX) in SA, yesterday launched its smallest mini, the 
Gemini-S. It is the first of its kind designed for the executive home market. 
Retailing for R4 450, the Gemini-S provides two exchange lines and 10 
extensions with almost all the benefits of a larger system. It will also be 
targeted at small businesses. The launch comes 12 months after the intro- 
duction of the larger Gemini, a unit offering 16 lines and 50 extensions. 
Approximately R500 000 has been spent adapting the Gemini-S from UK technology 
for SA manufacture. Plessey director Peter Vismer expects to recover costs 
within 3 to 5 years. Plessey's local operation is 26Z-owned by Sanlam and 742 
by Plessey UK, which recently reaffirmed its commitment to stay in SA. The SA 
operation is the most profitable of its overseas subsidiaries. [By David 
Cohen] [Text] [Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 6 Mar 87 p 3] /13046 





NEW COMPUTERIZED SECURITY SYSTEM--Central Data Systems (CDS) has introduced a 
locally designed and manufactured computerised security and monitoring 
system, called React. Marketed by the company's Resource Control division 
(previously Personnel Information Management Systems), React is said to pro- 
vide a complete range of data collection applications for the industrial 
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sector. Areas addressed include access control, time and attendance, job 
costing, random search and alarm monitoring. CDS says it is faster, more 
reliable and precise than other computer systems using manual entry. Accord- 
ing to technical manager Boris Boulay: "React is highly competitive with 
overseas products on both price and performance. The installation costs of 
such a system are reduced due to the local manufacture and the ready avail- 
ability of CDS expertise. In addition, the software can be customised." As 
this is a local product, industry variations can be included on a parameter 
basis. The system runs on IBM PCs or compatibles or on Prime mini and super- 
mini computers. React has already been installed in several large SA 
corporations such as diamond mines in Namaqualand, Chapelat Industries and 
Delmas Milling. [Text] Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 5 Mar 87 p 15] 
/13046 
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